
April 2019

FROM FREDHoly Week 
at FCC

PALM SUNDAY, APRIL 14

MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 18

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 21

Worship at 9:45 a.m.
Children’s Procession of Palms

7:30 p.m. Tenebrae Service  
& Communion with selections 

 from Fauré’s Requiem

Worship at 9 & 11 a.m. 
Egg hunt between services

By the conclusion of Lent we will have prepared for Easter by going 
with Jesus through wilderness, healing, grief, growing pains, and 
the cost of discipleship. As we ready ourselves to celebrate the 
resurrection of Jesus this month, I welcome you to reflect on Easter 
insights from Nadia Bolz-Weber and Frederick Buechner.

So while the churches may try and clean up Jesus so the visitors 
will be impressed, the God of Easter, the God who brings life out of 
death doesn't want to make you impressive. This God isn't satisfied 
with making you good or nice. If you think that's what resurrection 
looks like, you might be wrong. Because God isn't about making 
you spiffy. God isn't about making you nicer. God is about making 
you new. And new doesn't always look perfect, with a fabulous new 
dress, because like the Easter story itself, new can be messy.             

Nadia Bolz-Weber: “A Reflection on Easter: 
Beyond Chocolate and New Bedding to the True Gospel”

Anxiety and fear are what we know best in this fantastic century 
of ours. Wars and rumors of wars. From civilization itself to what 
seemed the most unalterable values of the past, everything is 
threatened or already in ruins. We have heard so much tragic 
news that when the news is good we cannot hear it. 

But the proclamation of Easter Day is that all is well. And as a 
Christian, I say this not with the easy optimism of one who has 
never known a time when all was not well but as one who has 
faced the Cross in all its obscenity as well as in all its glory, who 
has known one way or another what it is like to live separated 
from God. In the end, his will, not ours, is done. Love is the victor. 
Death is not the end. The end is life. His life and our lives through 
him, in him. Existence has greater depths of beauty, mystery, and 
benediction than the wildest visionary has ever dared to dream. 
Christ our Lord has risen.       

Frederick Buechner: “The Magnificent Defeat”

Soon we will rejoice that Christ is risen. May we all be made new and 
know that all is well, no matter how messy life is around us.

 Peace,
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Director of Operations Position Opening
Reports directly to Senior Pastor

Full-time position working with a wonderful staff, responsible for managing 
all matters related to property, finance and personnel.  Competitive salary, 
excellent location!

Key responsibilities:
• Lead property maintenance of the Church and Community House, 

including working with contractors and vendors for renovations or repairs, 
and trouble-shooting unexpected issues related to the buildings and grounds.

• Work closely with Financial Manager to build annual budget, track monthly expenses and revenues, 
and approve various expenditures and deposits.

• Manage all personnel issues, including hiring new employees (including background checks), 
maintaining personnel files and ensuring the Employee Policy and Practices Manual is followed and 
kept up to date.

A minimum 5 years management experience preferred.  Competency with Microsoft Office including Outlook 
required.  Experience in finance/accounting a plus.

This position requires someone who is a self-motivated problem-solver, is calm under pressure, and is able 
to manage many different personalities with grace.  Excellent organizational skills and anticipation of needs 
are crucial. The candidate must also possess spiritual maturity. 

A link will be posted this week on our website, fccfaithful.org, as well as our facebook page to recieve 
resumes. 

Director of Church Operations 
Interim Plan
With the departure of Jenny Sykes, 
Jamie Ford will manage FCC’s day-
to-day operations and facilities 
while the church conducts a search 
for the position. Jamie, who works in 
the main office coordinating facility 
use and setup,  served as Jenny’s 
backup for the last three years and 
shadowed her in handing building 
operations.  

Shari Sweeney will work with 
Financial Manager Judy Jensen 
to assure continuity in financial 
procedures.  Thank you, Jamie and 
Shari for helping to ensure a smooth 
transition.

FCC HAPPENINGS
Thank You, Jenny! 

Jenny Sykes, who served as FCC's Director of Church 
Operations since August 2015, concluded her 
service with us on on March 19. Her service was 
exceptional, marked by a steady hand and gracious 
spirit in her relationships with the staff, boards 

and committees, members of the congregation, and 
the surrounding community. Along with taking care 

of current day-to-day operations, Jenny had a keen eye 
for anticipating future needs related to finance, personnel, and property. She 
was especially helpful guiding us in seriously assessing and then upgrading 
our facilities. But most of all, Jenny was a trusted and cherished colleague 
in ministry. Sadly for FCC, but happily for her, Jenny was approached to 
return to her career roots in advertising and accepted the offer. We celebrate 
Jenny’s time with FCC and pray her all the best with this great career 
opportunity. The staff is really going to miss her! Jenny was honored in 
worship on March 17 for the outstanding contributions and deep devotion 
she poured into FCC (see photos on page 11).
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Getting to Know Jamie Ford
Jamie first joined FCC staff in 

2014 as the summer Children’s 
Ministries coordinator for 

three years, then served 
as Interim Director of 
Children’s Ministries in 2016, 
and has been a part-time 
Administrative Assistant in 

the FCC office since 2016.  
She has also been a long-

time PADS volunteer, a member 
and the Chair of the FCC Weekday Preschool Parent 
Auxiliary, a current member of the Weekday Preschool 
Directing Committee, a member and the Chair of the 
Congregational Life Committee, and has been an FCC 
Elder since 2015. 

Jamie was previously the Operations Manager for Regus 
Business Centers, a provider of office space and all 
administrative and IT support for small businesses.  She 
graduated from Southern Illinois University Carbondale 
where she majored in Office Systems and Technologies. 

Jamie was born in Maryland and moved to Downers 
Grove when she was seven. She grew up with five 
siblings so working in a busy church where things are 
constantly in motion doesn’t faze her.  She and her 
husband Scott have rehabbed three historical homes 
in the area including their current home in Flossmoor. 
Daughters Annie, age 11, and Samantha, age 8, love 
being a part of the FCC family and actively participate in 
Children’s Ministries activities.

Jamie’s dream for FCC is that we live 
out who we are through community 
engagement. She’s proud of our 
reputation as an accepting 
place where we treat 
everyone with kindness 
and respect.  She will 
continue to make sure 
our church uses 
good business 
procedures to 
support our 
members, staff, 
and those who use 
and visit our sacred 
space.

ADULT EDUCATION FOCUS ON FCC STAFF
BIBLE STUDY
Inspired: Slaying Dragons, 
Walking on Water, and Loving 
the Bible Again 

Led by Jessica Groen and Trina Hayes

Sundays through May 5  
(No class on Easter) 

Using Rachel Held Evans’ book Inspired: Slaying 
Dragons, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again, 
we’ll explore the Bible with fresh eyes beginning with 
the origin stories.  The guide to all readings through 
May 5 and a link to an online guide are on our website. 
Nadia Bolz-Weber writes, “Inspired is a love letter to 
scripture. . . She shows us how to love the Bible; how 
to see its flaws, beauty, strength, and spirit at the same 
time.”

 SHOP LOCAL! Adult Ed selections are available at  
Bookie’s book store in downtown Homewood. 

Second Sundays of the Month
April 14 - Palm Sunday

May 12 - Mother’s Day 

Share what you love about FCC! Spring into action 
and invite a friend, neighbor, or new family in the 
community to join you for 9:45 worship and coffee on 
Second Sundays. Let’s welcome the community in – one 
friend and neighbor at a time – because we are called to 
connect with others and share the hospitality of Jesus.   
Who will you invite?
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Sunday Night Group
April 7 6:30 - 8 p.m. in the 

Community House

Quest Spring Retreat
April 26-28

Retreat to Pilgrim Park.   
Visit our website for more 
information & to sign up.  

Last Day of Youth Group
Sunday, May 5

Sundays at 11 amYOUTH MINISTRIES

ON THE 

Youth Take Over Children’s Ministries!
Quest Youth Group (9th & 10th grade) did an awesome 
job teaching Sunday School for three weeks in March. It’s 
always great to see kids of all ages interacting during Sunday 
School! 

The children had a great time learning about Jesus while 
making pizza, art projects, & playing games. 

Thank you to Leslie Maxie and Children’s Ministries for 
allowing the “Youth Takeover”!

HORIZON
Tribes Group (7th & 8th 
grade) had a great time 
going out to breakfast 
together on March 10 at 
Kingsberry Waffle House.  
Church & pancakes make 
the perfect combination! 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES Sundays at 11 am

Easter Sunday Egg Hunt & Candy Donations
Easter will be here before we know it. We have over 700 eggs to fill for this 
much-anticipated annual event, and we welcome donations of INDIVIDUALLY 
WRAPPED candy, containing NO NUTS. Please leave your candy in the church or 
Children’s Ministries’ office. 

The Egg Hunt will take place between services (approximately 10 a.m.) on Easter 
Sunday on the front lawn. 

This year, participating children are encouraged to bring a new or gently 
used toy for South Suburban toys for kids in Hazel Crest, and will have an 
opportunity to meet the Easter Bunny. Thank you for helping us carry on this 
cherished tradition! 

Thank You, Teachers!
We had such a wonderful month 
of March! The Youth taught the 
Sunday School lessons for the entire 
Children's Ministries group for 
three weeks in March. They did a 
wonderful job and it was so nice to 
see them all learning together! 

A special thanks to this month’s 
Sunday School teachers: Barbara 
Johnson, Alicia Perkins, Jeff Groen, 
Tessa Zevallos, Kathryn Stolzenbach, 
Robin Predny, and Bill McCormick. 
If you are interested in helping 
out any given Sunday, please email 
Leslie Maxie, Director of Children’s 
Ministries at lmaxie@fccfaithful.org.

WooHOO! Wednesday
Wednesday, April 3

6-7:30 p.m. In Fellowship Hall

All are invited to join in the fun decorating 
eggs for Easter! Kids 5 and over can be 
signed in and dropped off, kids under 5 
need a caregiver present. 

Spring Sing! 
Sunday, April 7 at 11 a.m.

in the Promised Land 

Parent Visiting Day! The kids will be 
singing for their parents during Sunday 
school.

Easter Sunday
April 21

All-Church Worship at 9 & 11 a.m.
Egg Hunt on Front Lawn at 10 a.m. 

(see info below)

Save the Date for VBS!
July 15 - 18 from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

More information to come - stay tuned!

Children’s Ministries saw a HUGE turn out for March’s 
WooHOO Wednesday. Children enjoyed making 
leprechaun traps -  hopefully some of them were lucky 
enough to actually catch a leprechaun!
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What interesting weather we had in March! 
We had days we pulled the sleds out in the snow and days that 
we rode bikes and scooters in the warm sunshine. And even a few 
days that we did not get outside at all but had fun building with 

giant Lincoln logs instead. We found small green shoots poking through the soil 
in the garden section of the playground, soon to be covered up again by snow 
and cold. We even found an interesting ice formation in the sandbox. In April 
we hope to start seeds indoors to see what flowers or plants we can grow and 
will look again for the green shoots in the playground. 

Playground Cleanup
Saturday, April 6 from 9-11 a.m.
Do you have an hour or two to spare? Please join us for our 
spring cleanup of our playground, which is enjoyed by the 
Preschool and our Sunday School children alike. The beautiful outdoor play 
space is maintained entirely through volunteers. Please join us if you are able 
to rake sand, spread mulch and get our playground ready for spring. 

FCC WEEKDAY PRESCHOOL

Registration for the 2019-2020 
School Year Has Begun! 

Are you looking for an excellent preschool experience for your children or 
grandchildren? Do you have friends or neighbors with preschool age children? 
Visit the preschool website at FCCWeekdayPreschool.org, (linked to the 
Flossmoor Community Church website), give the preschool office a call at 708-
798-1876, or stop by for a visit!

Recycling Plastic Caps 
into a Buddy Bench

The week of Earth Day – April 22 – we 
hope to sort more caps and reach our 
goal of 200 pounds of caps. We can 
then turn those in to be made into a 
“buddy bench” for our playground! 
Please join us in collecting your 
plastic caps to be recycled toward 
our effort. Examples of acceptable 
caps are: milk jugs, squeeze pouches, 
juice containers, prescription bottles, 
toothpaste, and detergent. Caps 
must be free of silicone seals (for 
example, most plastic pop bottles 
have this film inside of the cap).Caps 
should be rinsed clean and can be 
turned into the Weekday Preschool 
or church office. 



April 2019  Narthex    7

What’s Your Passion?
Sunday, April 7 

at 11 a.m. in the Parlor

Tell us how you help and how 
you’d like FCC to help the volunteer 
organizations you support. Join fellow 
church members in talking about the 
kinds of activities and organizations 
you would like the FCC Board of 
Outreach Ministries to support. We 
invite church members to talk about 
the volunteer work they do in this 
open forum.

Easter Offering
Easter is a wonderful time for all of us to reflect on the good news of Christ’s 
resurrection love and how we can share such good news with others. And so, 
every year FCC responds with thanksgiving for the empty tomb by gathering 
a Special Easter Offering. This year the Special Easter Offering will be split 
equally between: 

FCC Weekday Preschool Scholarships  
fccweekdaypreschool.com

For over 60 years, Weekday Preschool has offered wonderful 
opportunities for children to learn and grow. Weekday Preschool 
Scholarships increase the number of families that can participate in 
this wonderful program and ensure that as many children as possible 
can get off to a strong start in their education. 

Project H.O.O.D. (Helping Others Obtain Destiny) 
projecthood.com

Located in the Woodlawn/Englewood area, Project H.O.O.D.’s programs 
include summer camp for neighborhood children, programs for court 
involved youth, and pre-apprenticeship training in carpentry. They 
have income/employment  producing programs (landscaping and 
home improvement), and entrepreneurial  training and workshops.  
Project H.O.O.D. is working to build a community center to house their 
current and future programs. 

We know that the transformational power of the empty tomb is good news 
that makes a difference in our lives. We have the opportunity to share this 
good news by supporting programs that make a difference in the lives of 
others. Please respond to God’s grace with grateful hearts by generously 
supporting FCC’s 2019 Special Easter Offering. 

FOCUS ON OUTREACH

Diversity Dinner 
& Discussion

Saturday, April 13, from 5:30 - 9 
p.m. at Rich South High School

In support of the Diversity Dinner, 
the Board of Outreach Ministries 
will purchase a number of tickets 
to the dinner that will be free 
(regularly $15) for FCC members. 
If you are interested in attending, 
please sign up in the Gathering 
Space. Please note that attendees 
must be at least 14 years of age.  
Visit diversitydinners.com for more 
information. 
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Easter & Mother’s Day Bazaar
Sunday, April 7 from 9:45 a.m. 

to 12:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

All proceeds go to Children’s 
and Youth Ministries!

Come on down to Fellowship Hall after worship on April 
7 to find handmade creations for Easter and Mother’s 
Day.  Bunnies, stuffed carrots, chicks, birds, and felt egg 
ornaments will make your home an Easter wonderland 
while benefiting Children’s and Youth Ministries programs.  

Handmade items for the yard, spring scarves, pillows, 
microwave cozies for sensitive fingers, decorative 
birdhouses and bowls, and much more will help you 
complete your Mother’s Day shopping. 

There will be numerous items 
with low prices so children can shop for Easter 
and Mother’s Day. Coffee and homemade treats 
will be available as you browse.

FCC HAPPENINGS

Women’s & Men’s Association Presents

Al Capone and the 
1933 World’s Fair
Luncheon & Program
Wednesday, April 10  

at Noon in Fellowship Hall

Al Capone and the 1933 World’s Fair: The 
End of the Gangster Era in Chicago is 
author William Hazelgrove’s historical 
look at Chicago during the darkest days 
of the Great Depression.  It’s a story about 
Chicago fighting organized crime while 
Capone had a hold on the city, and why 
the World’s Fair was still able to happen 
despite these obstacles.  Mr. Hazelgrove’s 
signed book on this topic will be available 
for purchase.

Reserve Luncheon/Program Tickets ($12 
each) by signing up at the Information 
Desk in the Gathering Space or by calling 
Kim Sifner at 754-2683. Attendees will 
pay for their ticket(s) at the door on the 
day of the Luncheon/Program.

FCC Membership Information Session
Sunday, April 28 from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. in the Parlor 

Flossmoor  Community  Church  regularly  offers “Information Sessions” for  those  who  are  interested in 
finding out more about FCC and/or are considering church membership.   

If  you  have  been  worshipping with  us,  and  would like to learn  more  about  our  church family, we 
encourage you to attend.  Participation  in  the class does  not commit  you to church  membership, but 
it is an opportunity for you to find out more about  the life and  ministry of  FCC and to give prayerful 
consideration  to  whether  you want to enter into membership. Child care is  available upon request. 
Please contact  Betsy Hanzelin, Director of  Congregational Enrichment at bhanzelin@fccfaithful.org or 
708-798-2800, ext. 18 if you are interested in attending or would like more information. 
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EASTER LILY ORDER FORM
If you would like to beautify our Sanctuary with a lily on Easter 
Sunday, please use the order form below. The Lily Dedication List 
will be in the Easter Sunday worship bulletin. The deadline to order 
is Palm Sunday, April 14, 2019.

Name: _____________________________________   Phone: __________________________

Quantity: ______ lily plant(s) at $15 each = $_____________

Dedication to Appear in Bulletin (choose one):

______ In honor of  __________________________________________________________

                                _________________________________________________________

______ In appreciation of ______________________________________________________

                       __________________________________________________________

______ In loving memory of    ___________________________________________________

      _________________________________________________________

From: _______________________________________________________________________

Choose one:

______  I will pick up my plant(s) following the 11 a.m. Easter worship

______  I will deliver my plant(s) to someone who is ill or homebound.
 (Names and addresses will be available Easter morning)

______  I am unable to deliver my plant(s), but still wish for them to go to someone who is 
ill or homebound. 

Order forms and checks (payable to Flossmoor Community Church) must be returned to 
the church office (Attn. Brooke) no later than Sunday, April 14. You can also pay using our 
payment portal at our website, fccfaithful.org.

Flossmoor Community Church, 2218 Hutchison Road, Flossmoor, IL 60422

Questions may be directed to Brooke King-LaBreck at 708-798-2800, ext. 13 or bking@fccfaithful.org
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IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH

We gathered March 17 for a cake reception  to 
give thanks for Jennifer Syke’s time with us as our 
Director of Church Operations

Congratulations to Katelyn Cheung, Brin Fonner, Samantha Ford,  
and Evan McNeil for completing their 3rd Grade Bible Class and 

receiving their bibles during worship on March 3.

5th Grader, Annie Ford, serves as our 
Liturgist in Worship
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Our Deepest Sympathy

to Marc Billings and Family in 
the death of his grandmother, 
Wanda Romona Wien, on 
February 23. 

to the friends and family of 
Marilyn Pohlhammer, who died 
in early March. 

to Sandy Cerveny, her son 
Jeremy, and her grandchildren 
Chelsea and Ryan, in the death 
of Jeremy’s wife, Sandi Cerveny 
(TX). 

to Kate Atkins-Trimnell in the 
death of her mother, Beverly 
Atkins, who died March 5.

to Doug King and Family in the 
unexpected death of his brother, 
Tracy King, on March 7. Tracy was 
also the uncle of Brooke King-
LaBreck and Tracey King-
Danadio. 

to the friends and family of 
Barbara Doster, who died March 
11. 

Congratulations 
to our FCC Youth, Boaz and Judah 
Epperson, who played with HF’s 
Unified Basketball Team and came 
home state champions! Boaz and 
Judah are the sons of Margaret 
and Matt Epperson.

IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH

FCC Cuties gather for Time with the Children with Pastor Fred

Meet the Author 
and Book 

Signing Event 
at Bookie’s 

with our guest 
MaryAnn 

McKibbon Dana




