
Please begin by sitting and lighting a candle.

SCRIPTURE READING - Psalm 116: 1-4, 12-19

I love the Lord, because he has heard
   my voice and my supplications.
Because he inclined his ear to me,
   therefore I will call on him as long as I live.
The snares of death encompassed me;
   the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me;
   I suffered distress and anguish.
Then I called on the name of the Lord:
   ‘O Lord, I pray, save my life!’

What shall I return to the Lord
   for all his bounty to me?
I will lift up the cup of salvation
   and call on the name of the Lord,
I will pay my vows to the Lord
   in the presence of all his people.
Precious in the sight of the Lord
   is the death of his faithful ones.
O Lord, I am your servant;
   I am your servant, the child of your serving-maid.
   You have loosed my bonds.
I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice
   and call on the name of the Lord.
I will pay my vows to the Lord
   in the presence of all his people,
in the courts of the house of the Lord,
   in your midst, O Jerusalem.
Praise the Lord!
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

We invite you in, Loving Mother/Father God, as we breathe … 
(spend a few moments in taking deep inhales and exhales)

As we breathe, help us to feel the spiritual presence of our congregation present around us.  
Though apart, may we feel our collective breath nurturing and encouraging one another.



Read the verses from Psalm 116 from the front side of this sheet.  

1. In your life, what has God saved you from?

2. How have your prayers been answered?  

3. Have you ever felt that God did not answer your prayers?  What did you do with those feelings?

4. What is your story of God’s Grace in your life?

Please watch Pastor Randy’s video reflections on this passage on Sunday on FCC’s Facebook Page or www.
fccfaithful.org/worshipjoinedbyfaith

Reflection & Discussion Questions on Psalm 116

We thank you God, for the gift of our breath and the ability to open our windows and breathe in the spring 
air.   You fill us with a spirit of resurrection as we breathe in and as we witness new life springing forth all 
around us!   The magnolias have bloomed, the forsythia have popped with yellow bursts, our lawns 
and parkways are turning bright green and the sun seems to shine even brighter on the days 
without clouds.   In response, we feel the itch to go outside, to shed our heavy clothing, and to 
feel the heat of the sun shining on our upturned faces.  Thank you for this time of renewal, and for 
the reminders that life continues.

Pause to lift up your own prayers of thanksgiving

As we gather in our homes again today, we will lift up and call on the name of the Lord. Everpresent God, we thank 
You for the privilege of coming into Your presence, of recognizing that You are here with us now. Right now, in this 
moment, we want to see You with our hearts, and hear You speak to us this day.

Just as the Psalmist, we love you Lord, because you have heard our voice and our pleas for mercy. Because you have 
inclined your ear to us, therefore we will call on you as long as we live.

We lift up the faces and names and situations that you know concern us, Lord. We lift up to you people who are 
hurting, sick, desperate, lonely, or in need of your special touch.  

Pause to lift up your own prayers and concerns

Just as the wind swirls around the earth, O God, we can feel that you are around and among us.   In this time of 
transition, bless the efforts of your people at Flossmoor Community Church.   Be with us as we meet and learn about 
the person you have called to be our guide and companion in the coming years.  May she feel welcomed, encouraged 
and inspired to bring her leadership to us.  Help us together envision a new spirit of engagement and a renewed sense 
of calling for our congregation.   

Let our days apart be reminder to cherish time with one another, and our time spent in communion with you, our 
Creator, and with Jesus, our redeemer.  Filled with the Holy Spirit, we pray together as one …

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. AMEN.

BLESSING
May the grace of Jesus Christ our risen Lord, the love of God who raised him from the dead, and the power of the 
Holy Spirit who fills the world with new life bless and keep you. Alleluia! 


