
February 2019

One-Book-One-Church

CITIZEN: AN AMERICAN LYRIC 
by Claudia Rankine

Sundays in February at 11 a.m. in Fellowship Hall

What is microaggression?

Microaggressions are the everyday verbal, nonverbal, and 
environmental slights, snubs, or insults, whether intentional 
or unintentional, which communicate hostile, derogatory, 
or negative messages to people of a particular group.  
Claudia Rankine’s short book communicates the power of 
microaggressions. We will use Rankine’s book as a starting 
point for a discussion about race and about what we as 
Christians and members of Flossmoor Community Church 
can do to effect change.  We will also use Ijeoma Oluo’s So you 
want to talk about race as a guide for the discussion.  

February 3 Read through page 66 in Citizen.

February 10 Read page 66 to the end of Citizen. 

February 17 The effects of microaggressions on health and well-being.

February 24 What can we do to effect change?

Upcoming Special Events

with Author 
MaryAnn McKibben Dana

Book Signing and 
Meet & Greet with the Author

Friday, March 1 from 5 – 7 p.m.
Bookie’s, 2015 Ridge Road, Homewood

Stop in for refreshments, meet the  
author and have your books signed. 

Workshop with  
Mary Ann McKibben Dana

Saturday, Marh 2 from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Lunch included; $5 suggested donation

Sunday Worship  
& Adult Education

Sunday, March 3
Pastor Mary Ann McKibben Dana  

leads worship at 9:45 a.m. and will lead  
an Adult Education Session at 11 a.m.

Please see inside page 2 for more 
information on MaryAnn as well as a study 

of her book, “God, Improv, and the Art of 
Living”,  led  in February by Pastor Fred.
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GOD, IMPROV, AND  
THE ART OF LIVING 
by MaryAnn McKibben Dana

Book Discussion 
Led by Pastor Fred Lyon

Wednesdays, February 6, 10 (Sunday), 
20 & 27 at 7 p.m. in the Parlor

Author MaryAnn McKibben Dana will join 
us the weekend of March 1, 2, and 3 to speak 
on the topics explored in her new book God, 
Improv, and the Art of Living. She is a sought-
after speaker, preacher, conference leader 
and writer around issuesof leadership, faith 
formation, technology, and congregational 
transformation. She served as co-chair for two 
years of NEXT Church, a movement within the 
PresbyterianChurch (USA) that seeks to call 
forth vital ministry for our changing cultural 
context. 

Her book helps readers become more awake, 
creative, resilient, and ready to say YES to life 
and God – even when things don’t go according 
to our plans. In preparation for her visit, Pastor 
Fred will lead this discussion of the book in 
February. 

ADULT EDUCATION

Sabbatical Comings & Goings

Pastor Fred returns from his Partial Sabbatical on Sunday, 
January 27. His first day in the office will be Tuesday, January 
29. Welcome back, Fred!

Betsy Hanzelin will be on sabbatical from February 10 - March 
24. If you need assistance while she is gone, please contact the 
church office. 

Georgia O’Keeffe: 
The Inspiration of Nature

Wednesday, March 13 at 12 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

In this living-history performance, historian Leslie Goddard, Ph.D., 
portrays Georgia O’Keeffe, the legendary artist and modernist.  As 
O’Keeffe reflects on her life, she discusses her intense closeness to 
flowers, nature, and the landscape around her homes in New Mexico.  
What emerges is a complex person whose mythmaking encompassed 
both her art and her life.

Reserve your Luncheon/Program Tickets ($12 each) by signing up at 
the Information Desk in the Gathering Space or by calling Kim Sifner 
at 754-2683. 

Women’s & Men’s Association Presents...

FCC HAPPENINGS
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YOUTH MINISTRIES

Sunday, February 3
Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game,  

help us be mindful of those who are without a  
bowl of soup to eat. Amen. 

One in seven Americans face hunger every day, and 
16 million children in the US live in food-insecure 
households. On Sunday, February 3rd, the Tribes Youth 
will be participating and collecting funds for the Souper 
Bowl of Caring.  This nation-wide campaign collects 
money and food on Super Bowl Sunday for local charities 
to help combat food insecurity.  Youth Ministries has 
participated in Souper Bowl of Caring for over 15 years, 
and has raised more than $11,000 in the process.  All of 
the money collected this year will be donated to Respond 
Now to aid in their continual support for the members 
of our community. Please look for our Tribes members 
collecting after worship that Sunday with soup pots, 
and consider giving to be a part of this movement that is 
sharing God’s love with those in need.  

Coming Up This February

FEBRUARY 1 - 3

Quest Sex Retreat 
Contact Allison with questions or to RSVP  

at abillings@fccfaithful.org 

FEBRUARY 24

Sunday Night Group
All youth are invited to help  

us serve our PADS guests  
from 5:30-7:30 in Fellowship Hall 

God’s Timing
On December 26, Pastor Fred departed for his well-
deserved partial sabbatical. A caregiving support system 
of Stephen Ministers, Diaconate Board members, and 
emergency back-up clergy were put in place should any 
Pastoral Care needs arise, and of course (according to 
Murphy’s Law), arise they did. This past month saw an 
exceptional amount of heartache and challenges for our 
beloved congregation, from serious illnesses requiring 
hospitalization, to painful losses. As Pastor Fred’s assistant, 
I was charged with coordinating the Pastoral Care needs of 
the congregation with our caregivers. Hardly a day went 
by without my calling the day’s assigned caregiver with an 
urgent need, and quite often, the caregiver’s entire day was 
spent zigzagging between hospital visits. 

Having such intimate knowledge of the congregation’s 
tender needs, I was extremely touched by the loving 
presence and devotion of our caregiving team. 

This rang especially true when we found ourselves faced 
with saying goodbye to the person who had always cared 
for us - Don Jones. Along with the visits of our caretakers, 
I coordinated visits from the congregation to be by Don’s 
side during the days of his final earthly journey. This was 
God’s timing to me, that we, who were comforted and 
cared for by Don, should be the ones to surround him with 
that same love returned tenfold. I witnessed true angels in 
our midst - Kim Sifner and Cathie Rugen, whose years of 
devotion and dedication to Don and the Jones Family our 
church will forever be indebted to. Caregiver Mike Rogers 
spent many hours over Don’s last days sitting and praying 
with Don and helping the Jones family prepare for their 
future without Don.

I wish to express my heartfelt thanks and gratitude to our 
Sabbatical Caregiving Team: Jeanne Deaver-Higgins,  Sis 
Flor, Jane Hindsley, Barb Johnson, Di & Doug King, Bob 
Norby, Mike Rogers, Phyliss Royster, and Shari Sweeney. 

What seemed at first to be the worst timing, I am confident 
because of all of you, was God’s timing. 

    Brooke King-LaBreck
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES Sundays at 11 am

January Highlights
It was so nice to have everyone back from break! Sunday school resumed 
with the Wedding at Cana and the miracle of Jesus turning water into wine. 
Our 5th & 6th graders dove deeper into what happened after the birth of 
Jesus.

What’s In Store for February
3rd Grade Bible Class 
Our 3rd Grade Bible Class, led by Nils Wickstrom and Jessica Groen, is 
taking place Sundays during Sunday School Hour February 3 - 24. Bibles 
will be presented on March 3 during Worship. 

5th & 6th Graders Serving PADS
February 17 at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

Parent’s Valentines Brunch
February 10 at 11 a.m.

Parents, please join us during Sunday 
School hour for a brunch served to 

you by your wonderful children!

WooHOO! 
Wednesday

Valentine Cookies
 Wednesday February 6

6-7:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

Come bake and decorate Valentines 
Day Cookies! Kids 5 and over can 

be signed in and dropped off; kids 
under 5 need a caregiver present.

Thank you for Stepping Up! 
I would like to acknowledge and thank all of those who stepped up to be 
our teachers this month! They have been absolutely wonderful and are the 
main reason the kids are enjoying Sunday school each week! 

A special thanks to: 
Barbara Johnson, Alicia Perkins, Jeff Groen, Tessa Zevallos, Kathryn 
Stolzenbach, Robin Predny, Jamie Kneeland and Bill McCormick.

If you are interested in helping out any weeks, please email lmaxie@
fccfaithful.org! We can definitely use the help from week to week!  

Leslie Maxie
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WEEKDAY PRESCHOOL
Choose Kindness & Fun
Preschool classes read about Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and ways to 
“Choose Kindness”. 

We collected  28 pounds of pop 
tabs in the preschool wing. The 
children were very proud to bring 
the big box to Brooke in the church 
office so that she and her son Dylan 
could take the WPS collection 
along with their own to the Ronald 
McDonald House on Martin Luther 
King Day.

New Enrichment classes began 
at the end of January including 
Weekday Health Club, Tumble Bears 
and Weekday Scientists.

Preschoolers were excited to 
have snow on the playground and 
enjoyed sledding and making snow 
angels. We are looking forward to 
bundling up for more fun on the 
playground and maybe enough 
snow to add some snowmen.

110 POUNDS OF POP TABS! 
On January 21, Martin Luther King Day, Brooke King-LaBreck and 
her son Dylan delivered their annual collection of aluminum pop 
tabs to the Ronald McDonald House.

These pop tabs, once they are recycled by RMH, make a real impact 
to offset the operating expenses for the charity which provides 
local shelter, comfort and care to families whose children are 
receiving treatment at a nearby hospital; a service which means a 
great deal personally to Brooke and her son, who was hospitalized 
in critical condition for months following his birth. Since then, 
they have returned every year. 

Thanks to the many members of the FCC Congregation, FCC Weekday Preschool, and the H-F Community who helped collect 
pop tabs and donated gift cards for the families staying at Ronald McDonald House. Dylan broke his previous record (98 lbs)
and brought in 110 pounds of pop tabs and 10 Walgreens gift cards to the Ronald McDonald House Charities! Dylan is already 
collecting for next year and hopes to top his new goal of 120 lbs!

FAMILY 
Fun Day

Saturday, February 23
10 - 11:30 a.m. 

Families, Friends and Alumni  
are invited to join us for our  

annual Family Fun event in the 
Promised Land classrooms for  

a morning of fun activities.  
Hope to see you there!
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FCC HAS HEART...Progress Reports from our Partner Agencies

OUTREACH MINISTRIES

JONES MEMORIAL CENTER (Chicago Heights, IL)
Grant:  $4,000

We appreciate all 
your support and 
want you to know 
that wonderful 
things continue to 
happen at Jones 
Center.

The $4,000 that 
was generously 
donated in October 
has allowed us to 
add some activities 

that would not otherwise be possible. We were able to 
remain open two nights a week to offer mentoring and 
basketball to about 25 of our community’s pre-teens and 
teens. We have added more STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, and math) parent nights for all three of 
our Chicago Heights after school sites (Jones Center, 
Wilson School, and Garfield School).Each site serves 
approximately 50 youth participants on a daily basis, 
and the STEM nights allow parents and other family 
members to visit the sites and work on STEM projects as 
family units.

One of our other growing initiatives is our program 
entitled “Learn and Earn” – a program that helps our 
older teens develop a work ethic, learn career building 
skills (including fundamentals of  business), and 
understand financial responsibility.

Participation in youth programs at Jones Center has 
grown considerably in the past several years with 
hundreds involved in the after school and summer 
programs. Of course, we continue to serve the entire 
family through our food pantry, clothing closet, hot 
meals, computer technology center, casework, job 
training programs, and health & fitness classes.  Our 
mission is to strengthen families, and we are passionate 
about fulfilling it.  Thanks for helping to make all of this 
possible.

In appreciation,
Cheryl Roop, Executive Director

RESTORATION MINISTRIES (Harvey, IL)
Grant: $1,000

I'm happy to report that Restoration Ministries continue 
to offer free ESL (English Second Language) classes. Our 
classes meet three times a week on Monday, Wednesday 
and Thursday mornings. 

We currently have ten students, and offer free 
babysitting services for parents. Without it, most of our 
students wouldn't be able to attend. We employ two 
babysitters and pay them $10/hour. They are college 
students who work in our after-school program and are 
happy to come in the mornings to make extra money.

Eventually, we hope to return to offering evening classes. 
We recently purchased twelve new Ventures I 
workbooks for our students. They cost $29/book and 
the students paid $15. This is the first time we charged 
the students and most of them were able to pay. We 
allow the students to keep their books.

We are so grateful to Flossmoor Community Church 
for providing the seed funding and continued support 
for our ESL program. Seeing the students (currently all 
mothers) working so hard and being so serious about 
learning is so heartwarming.

Karen Vyrdolyak, Director of Development

Loan Update

In 2016, part of FCC’s World Communion Offering was 
designated to microloans through Kiva.org.  From our 
initial contribution of $2430, the Board of Outreach has 
made 99 loans in 46 different countries around the world.  
Through repayment of the microloans, we are able to loan 
again and again.  

Our 2018 impact report indicated that last year we 
supported 116 Borrowers, impacted 28 countries, and 
contributed to 46 new loans!
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Our Heartfelt  
Sympathy and Prayers

to Richard & Barbara Johnson in 
the death of Richard’s sister-in-law, 
Kathy Ciancio, on January 9.

To Michelle Hoereth and Family in 
the death of her mother, Lillie Elliott 
on January 13. 

To Cardy Jones and Family, 
friends, and FCC Family in the 
death of our beloved Don Jones, on 
January 14. 

OUTREACH MINISTRIES

FCC Nominating Committee 
is Looking for YOUR Input

Beginning February 3, a Nominating Committee 
form will be available in the Sunday bulletin 
and online for the congregation to assist 
in selecting our Church Leadership for 
the coming years.  The form will include 
a description of the work of each Board 
and Committee, the number of vacancies, 
and room for you to nominate 
yourself and/or others.  

Help us in creating the team of 
leaders that will guide FCC in the 
future!

ORGANIZATION GRANT PURPOSE & CURRENT STATUS

Bethel Family Center
Chicago Heights

$5,000 Purchase of building materials for youth in 
their construction training program

Jones Memorial Center
Chicago Heights

$4,000 Increase the Center’s offerings in  
their “Learn and Earn” program

Overflow Ministries
Flossmoor

$5,000 Toward purchase of a van

Restoration Ministries
Harvey

$1,500 Continued support of their ESL program; 
funding for workbooks and teacher’s salary

Respond Now
Chicago Heights

$5,000 Toward Homelessness Prevention program

South Suburban Family 
Shelter  Homewood

$5,000 Upgrade computer software,  
funds for staff development

Cancer Support Center
Homewood

$1,500

Faith-based group providing job training  
for the incarcerated and ex-offenders

Chicagoland Prison 
Outreach   South Holland

$2,000

$29,000 TOTAL IN GRANTS DISBURSED

FCC HAS HEART
Outreach Grants Distributed at the end of 2018

Hunter Thomas Wiater, born 
December 25. Hunter is the son 
of Erika & Andrew Wiater and the 
grandson of Vonda (pictured above 
with Hunter) & Tom Hardesty.

We Celebrate the Birth of




