
March 2019

FCC Welcomes 
MARYANN MCKIBBEN DANA

Author of God, Improv, and the Art of Living

M A R C H 1 -  3

BOOK SIGNING AND MEET & 
GREET WITH THE AUTHOR

Friday, March 1 from 5 – 7 p.m.
BOOKIE’S BOOK STORE 

 2015 Ridge Road, Homewood

Stop in for refreshments, meet the 
author and have your books signed. 

WORKSHOP WITH  
MARYANN MCKIBBEN DANA

Saturday, March 2 
 from 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Lunch included; $5 suggested donation

Please RSVP at fccfaithful.org, or 
by contacting Jamie Ford at jford@

fccfaithful.org or 708-798-2800.

SUNDAY WORSHIP & ADULT ED
Sunday, March 3

Pastor MaryAnn McKibben Dana  
leads worship at 9:45 a.m. and an 
Adult Education Session at 11 a.m.

Life is full of the unexpected, both 
positive and not so positive. What if, 
instead of fighting it when things don’t 
go as planned, we leaned into the 
change and improvised?  Presbyterian 
pastor and author MaryAnn McKibben 
Dana will explore the idea of “yes, 
and…” which is the bedrock principle 
for improvisation when she joins 
us the weekend of March 1 – 3. She 
is a sought-after speaker, preacher, 
conference leader and writer around 
issues of leadership, faith formation, 
technology, and congregational 
transformation. She served as co-
chair for two years of NEXT Church, 
a movement within the Presbyterian 
Church (USA) that seeks to call 

forth vital ministry for our changing cultural context. She studied improv 
at Second City in Chicago.  Her book helps readers become more awake, 
creative, resilient, and ready to say YES to life and God – even when things 
don’t go according to our plans.

Improv offers an invigorating approach to life in general, and the spiritual 
life in particular. From Moses to Ruth to Jesus, scripture is full of people 
boldly saying “yes, and…” as they accept what life throws their way and 
build upon it. Our time together will blend scripture, theology, psychology, 
literature, pop culture, music, and more, as we dream, discuss, and play 
together.    
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LENT AT FCC

Ash Wednesday

1ST SUNDAY IN LENT
MARCH 10 ~ LUKE 4:1-13

2ND SUNDAY IN LENT

7:30 p.m. Ashes & Communion

“Going Through Hypocrisy”

We’ve Got to Go 
THROUGH IT

3RD SUNDAY IN LENT

4TH SUNDAY IN LENT

5TH SUNDAY IN LENT

Holy Communion
“Going through the Cost”

MARCH 6 ~ JOHN 11:20-44

MARCH 17 ~ LUKE 13:10-17

MARCH 24 ~ LUKE 13:31-35

MARCH 31 ~ LUKE 15:11-32

APRIL 7 ~ JOHN 12:1-8

Whether they are challenges we face straight on 
or challenges that force us to follow detours or 
improvise, we need resilience to navigate the ins 
and outs and ups and downs of our lives. Michael 
Rosen and Helen Oxenbury’s children’s book, 
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt, is very popular among 
the preschooler set. The story teaches them that 
they can’t avoid obstacles in their path, thus the 
refrain: “We can’t go over it. We can’t go under it. 
Oh, no! We’ve got to go through it!” 

This year’s Lenten journey at FCC will focus on 
going through stumbling-block experiences. 
Together, let’s explore biblical stories that teach 
us about the spiritual navigation it takes to get 
through life’s challenges … especially those 
challenges that test our faith, make us face our 
mortality, or hinder our capacities to love God and 
neighbor more fully.  

“Going through Wilderness”

“Going through Healing”

“Going through Grief”

“Going through Growing Pains”
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Second Sundays of the Month
March 10 - 1st Sunday of Lent

April 14 - Palm Sunday

May 12 - Mother’s Day 

Share what you love about FCC! Spring into action 
and invite a friend, neighbor, or new family in the 
community to join you for 9:45 worship and coffee on 
Second Sundays. Let’s welcome the community in – one 
friend and neighbor at a time – because we are called to 
connect with others and share the hospitality of Jesus.  
Lent is a natural time for people to think about attending 
church.  Who will you invite?

4 SIMPLE WAYS to Invite a Friend or Neighbor 

1 Forward the weekly church email newsletter 
to a friend with a personal note, such as:   

 “It’s Bring a Friend to Church Sunday at 
Flossmoor Community Church.  Would you 
like to join me this Sunday at 9:45 for church  
and coffee?  Bring the kids!”

2 Invite a friend or neighbor the next time you 
see them – or give them a call.

3 Take a “Welcome, Neighbor” door hanger, 
available in the Gathering Space, and write-in 
a personal note.  It’s a ready to go invitation!  

4 Share FCC’s  “Bring a Friend to Church Sunday” 
facebook event.

FCC HAPPENINGS
Getting to Know Leslie Maxie, 
Director of Children’s Ministries

It’s official; Leslie Maxie is our official Director of Children’s 
Ministries after serving as our Interim Director since July. 
Leslie’s signature enthusiasm and spirit bring energy to 
our children, families, and congregation. Leslie has also 
engaged several new adult volunteers into the program 
and continues to add exciting new programs that help our 
children enjoy learning.

 Leslie grew up in Dublin, Ohio and came to Chicago 
to study at Roosevelt University and to dance with the 
Hubbard Street Dance Company.  After a car accident that 
led to a year of physical therapy during which she was 
unable to dance, Leslie began emceeing Bar Mitzvahs and 
events primarily for children, teaching dance, and working 
as a camp counselor.  The common thread of all her jobs has 
been working with children which she’s loved doing since 
she began babysitting at age eleven. 

Leslie and her husband Kenny moved to Flossmoor when 
they became parents. Kenny grew up here and graduated 
from H-F and his mother lives in the area. They’re happy 
that their daughters Lily and Rosie are close to family. 
They loved FCC from the moment they visited as they felt 
welcomed and comfortable which is something Leslie 
wants to extend to every family entering our doors. 

Planning and emceeing events for children for twenty years 
singularly prepared Leslie for coordinating our Children’s 
Ministries programming where she offers activities to get 
children engaged, happy, and ready to learn. Leslie believes 
that if children feel comfortable and have fun here at FCC 
that they’ll want to 
spend more time here. 
She wants families 
to see FCC as a place 
where children learn 
about God, Jesus, and 
the Bible through 
enjoyable, relatable, 
fun, and engaging 
activities.  She wants 
to offer events for 
everyone in the 
community so they’ll 
know that Flossmoor 
Community Church is 
a welcoming, loving 
place where their 
children will want to 
come and learn. 

Maxie Sharks  
Doo Doo Do Do Do Do ..
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An American Marriage 
Book Discussion led by Trina Hayes

Sunday, March 10  
at 11 a.m. in the Family Room 

Join the discussion of An American 
Marriage, a novel by Tayari Jones. 
Barack Obama calls it “A moving 
portrayal of the effects of a wrongful 
conviction on a young African-American couple.”  

 
BIBLE STUDY
Inspired: Slaying Dragons, 
Walking on Water, and Loving 
the Bible Again 
Led by Jessica Groen and Trina Hayes

Sundays, March 17 through May 5  
(No class on Easter) 

Using Rachel Held Evans’ book Inspired: Slaying 
Dragons, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again, 
we’ll explore the Bible with fresh eyes beginning with 
the origin stories.  Read Genesis 1 and 3:22- 32 for 
March 17. Nadia Bolz-Weber writes, “Inspired is a love 
letter to scripture. . . She shows us how to love the Bible; 
how to see its flaws, beauty, strength, and spirit at the 
same time.”

ADULT EDUCATION

WOMEN HELPING WOMEN SEMINAR
Taxes & Tea - The New Tax Laws That Will Affect You
Led by Gena Jones, CPA 

Sunday,  March 24 at 11:00 a.m. in Bell Chapel 

Have the news and social media informed you that 
your current tax return may not be as large as previous 
years?

Even if you have already filed your taxes, please attend 
this informative seminar hosted by Gena Jones, CPA, 
of Jones Tax Group, Inc. Gena Jones is an accomplished 
attorney and CPA located in Flossmoor. 

Invite a friend to worship with you and stay after for tea. 

Diversity Dinner & Discussion
The 22nd Annual South Suburban Diversity Dinner & 
Discussion will take place Saturday, April 13 from 5:30 to 9 
p.m. at Rich South High School in Richton Park. Troy Cicero, 
President of MulticultuReal Communications will speak 
and facilitate conversation. Tickets are $15 (see below) and 
include a dinner buffet. 

Free to FCC Members - Come Sit At Our Table!
In support of the Diversity Dinner, the Board of Outreach 
Ministries will purchase a number of tickets to the dinner 
that will be free for FCC members. If you are interested 
in attending, please sign up in the Gathering Space, 
beginning on Sunday, March 3. Please note that attendees 
must be at least 14 years of age.  Visit diversitydinners.com 
for more information. 

FCC HAPPENINGS

Georgia O’Keeffe: The Inspiration of Nature
Wednesday, March 13  
at 12 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

In this living-history performance, historian Leslie 
Goddard, Ph.D., portrays Georgia O’Keeffe, the legendary 
artist and modernist.  As O’Keeffe reflects on her life, 
she discusses her intense closeness to flowers, nature, 
and the landscape around her homes in New Mexico.  
What emerges is a complex person whose myth-making 
encompassed both her art and her life.

Reserve your Luncheon/Program Tickets ($12 each) by 
signing up at the Information Desk in the Gathering 
Space or by calling Kim Sifner at 754-2683. 

Women’s & Men’s Association Presents...
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Sundays at 11 amCHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

DATES TO REMEMBER!

WooHOO 
Wednesday
Wednesday, March 6 

6- 7:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

Join us in making leprechaun traps! 
You may sign in and drop off children 
age 5 and older. Children under age 5 

must have a caregiver present.

Spring Break
March 24 - 31

As the children will be on Spring 
Break, there will be no Sunday School 
these Sundays. We will resume April 7 
with a special Parent Visiting Sunday!

Spring Sing! 
April 7

The kids will be singing for their 
parents during Sunday school.

Easter Candy 
Donations

Never Too Early!

Easter will be here before we know 
it. We have over 700 eggs to fill 
for this much-anticipated annual 
event, and we welcome donations 
of INDIVIDUALLY WRAPPED candy, 
containing NO NUTS. Please leave 
your candy in the church or Children’s 
Ministries’ office. Thank you! 

Third Grade Bible Class
Congratulations to the following Third Graders who will receive their Bible on 
Sunday, March 3 during worship: 

Katelyn Cheung Brin Fonner
Samantha Ford Evan McNeal 

They have been studying hard and have completed their Bible Class. A special 
“THANK YOU” to Jessica Groen and Nils Wickstrom for teaching such a 
compelling class!

Thank You, Teachers!
Thank you to those who taught our children in February. You have been 
absolutely wonderful and are the main reason the kids are enjoying Sunday 
school each week. 

Special thanks this month to: Barbara Johnson, Alicia Perkins, Jeff Groen, 
Jessica Groen, Tessa Zevallos, Kathryn Stolzenbach, Robin Predny, Bill 
McCormick and Nils Wickstrom. 

We’re doing amazing things in Children’s Ministries. Can you be a part of 
making a difference in the lives of our kids? If you are interested in helping 
out, please email lmaxie@fccfaithful.org. We can use your help from week to 
week or even for one Sunday.

Nils Wickstrom & Jessica Groen lead our 3rd Graders in their Bible Class
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FCC WEEKDAY 
PRESCHOOL

YOUTH MINISTRIES

Souper Bowl Success
Thank you to our very generous 
congregation who donated to the 
Souper Bowl of Caring on February 
3rd & 10th.  Tribes Youth Group 
raised over $650 for Respond Now 
through this national campaign.  
We’ll be at it again next year on 
Super Bowl Sunday! 

Quest Retreatin’ 
Our high school youth had a great 
retreat weekend February 1-3 
focusing on sex, relationships, & 
dating. 

Work Trip Fundraising 
Our Work Trip team is 
fundraising for our trip in 
June to Virginia where we will 
be working with Habitat for 
Humanity.  

Our team is driving there and needs to rent a large van along with other 
supplies for the week.  Look for our board in the Gathering Space this 
month to help us get reach our goals!  

UPCOMING 
Important Dates:

Sunday, March 17
Big Room @ 10:30 a.m. in the 

Community House 

Sundays, March 24 & 31st 
Spring Break  - No Youth Group 

Tired of snow and 
shoveling? Slip 
sliding on the ice? 
Our preschoolers 
are not! They were 
happy to get out 
on the playground 
in between polar 
vortex, ice storms 

and floods! Meanwhile, warm inside, 
we have been making “slime”, sharing 
valentines, working in the sensory 
tables, building with blocks and more.

ButterBraids are Back! 

The preschool will be selling the ever 
popular ButterBraids pastries again this 
year. Order forms will be available in 
the Gathering Space beginning March 
10. Orders will be due Sunday, March 
24 and ButterBraids will be delivered on 
April 17 – just in time for Easter. Thank 
you for your support.

2019-20 Registration
Are you looking for an excellent 
preschool experience for your children 
or grandchildren? Do you have friends 
or neighbors with preschool age 
children? Weekday Preschool will begin 
registering for the 2019 – 2020 school 
year in March. Please call the preschool 
office at 708-798-1876 or email Marji 
O'Leary at moleary@fccfaithful.org for 
information on registering.
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We celebrate the birth
of Michael Christian Kneeland,  
born February 18. Michael is 
the son of Jamie and Christian 
Kneeland and the brother  
of Caroline and Josephine.

MAHBANI FAMILY UPDATE

Our Sympathy & Prayers
to Donica and Ben Van Voorhees 
and Family in the sudden death 
of Donica’s sister, Andrea Barnes 
on January 31. Andrea is also the 
daughter of Myron and Linda 
Williams.

to Kathleen Neer and Family in 
the death of her mother, Corrine 
Neer (MO) last week. 

to Christian and Jamie Kneeland  
and Family in the death of 
Christian’s father, Wayne Frank 
Kneeland, on February 5. 

to Lizz Molina and Family in the 
death of her grandfather, Frank 
Pollak (FL), on February 8.

FCC sponsored a refugee family when they came to Chicago from Syria in 
November 2016. Denise Morris coordinated our efforts in welcoming the 
Mahbani family, providing furniture, supplies, food, and clothing, and helping 
acclimate them in their initial months in Chicago.  Denise and her daughter 
Veronica continue to see and support the family. 

Denise shares: 

“We finally made it up to visit the Mahbani 
family. The kids chided me for missing 
celebrating the fall and winter holidays with 
them!  

They just moved to a nice apartment a bit 
further north and nearer to Devon Avenue. 
The area has many more Muslim and Arabic 
speaking families and their two family 
friends moved into the same general area. It 
is closer to shopping as well. Unfortunately, 
the local school was full so they will have to 
be bussed to another school. The kids did 
great at the old school so are nervous about 
changing. Dad is still working at the same 

job. Mom’s English is not progressing, but the kids are speaking very clearly. 
They shared a lovely authentic meal with Veronica and me. They are a struggling 
low-income family in a foreign country but do seem happy.”

Congratulations
to HF Junior and FCC Youth Tribes 
staffer, Jack Williams  - now also 
IHSA Boys Diving 2019 State 
Champion! Jack is the son of Peter & 
Shannon Williams and the brother 
of Erin, Cameron, Brynn, and Brady. 
Way to go Jack!




