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They will burst into bloom, and
rejoice with joy and singing.
ISAIAH 35:2
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Our sympathy and prayers
Our sympathy and prayers to the friends and family of 
Charlotte Moorehead who died March 27. A memorial service 
will be held here Saturday, June 1 at 11 a.m.

to Bruce Drevets and family in the deathof his mother, Lynn 
Drevets, on April 4.  A memorial service will be held here 
Saturday, April 27 at 10:30 a.m. 

…the task of a human being is 
to represent the Divine, to be a 

reminder of the presence of God.

~Abraham Joshua Heschel~

Get the GIST 
During Worship last November I invited the 
congregation to respond to a question: “If you’re 
interested in growing as a follower of Jesus who 
represents the Divine and reminds others of God’s 
presence, in what kind of nurturing activity would 
you most like to explore such growth?”

Several choices were given, as well as space for 
original responses.  The top answers were:

• Spiritual Formation
• Prayer and Meditation Groups
• Faith in Action Groups

In response to these preferences, I invited the 
congregation to gather on Wednesday, March 27 
to explore growing as followers of Jesus in relation 
to the activities of Spiritual Formation, Prayer 
and Meditation, and Faith in Action.  The small, 
but thoughtful group shared our experiences of 
such growth and agreed that together we’d like 
to explore spiritual disciplines and practices that 
could lead to growth of our personal journeys of 
faith. 

We are calling this group GIST, to represent our 
desire of “Growing In Spirit Together.  GIST will 
meet every 4 to 6 weeks.  Between our gatherings 
individuals will explore personal disciplines and 
practices, before returning to share our growth, 
discoveries and challenges with one another.   

WE WELCOME EVERYONE to come and try GIST!  
Your participation will expand the conversation 
in meaningful ways.  The next meetings will be 
Wednesdays May 1 and June 5 starting at 7 p.m. in 
the Parlor on the second floor.   Comes as you are 
and all you need to bring is your interest. Join us on 
this new adventure of faith.

 Peace,

Join us for an exciting opportunity 
to make a difference locally!

SATURDAY, April 27 from 8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m.

First Congregational Church of Glen Ellyn has extended a 
last minute invitation to FCC to join them on a one-day work 
project on a house in Chicago Heights, as part of the 2019 
Rebuilding Together project! Rebuilding Together's mission 
is "repairing homes, revitalizing communities, rebuilding 
lives". For more information on Rebuilding Together visit their 
website at rebuildingtogether-chi.com.

This is a great opportunity for hands-on outreach so grab 
your work gloves (and any tools you have) and contact Betsy 
Hanzelin (bhanzelin@fccfaithful.org or 708-798-2800, ext. 18) 
to sign up or ask any questions by Tuesday, April 23. 

FCC HAPPENINGS
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Seeking Musicians for the Summer
Do you sing? Play a musical instrument? Please consider sharing your 
talents with the congregation during worship this summer! Soloists, 
duets, groups... all are welcome! Contact Katie VanHeel, Music Ministries 
Coordinator at kvanheel@fccfaithful for more information.

Artist Talk  with Kyrin Hobson
Sunday, May 5 

 at 11 a.m. in Bell Chapel

Our featured artist this spring, Kyrin 
Hobson, will be leading a session on 
living life artfully with a brief time  for 
questions and answers about her work.  
Don’t miss the opportunity to meet and 
learn from this gifted artist! 

Hobson’s New Orleanian heritage and 
her experience developing museum 
exhibitions of African and non-Western 
art inform a point of view rooted in 
Black expressive culture and also deeply 
involved with classical painting.

Hobson holds a degree in Fine Art from 
the University of California, Los Angeles 
and a masters in Museum Studies from 
New York University. 

Kyrin shares, “As women of color, we are 
challenged daily by misrepresentation 
and strife, so I choose to affirm us 
through my art. I made this body of 
drawings and paintings to urge us all to 
those transcendent moments in which 
we find ourselves beautiful and strong. 
Wildly, peacefully at one with nature and 
ourselves.”

FCC HAPPENINGS

BIBLE STUDY
Inspired: Slaying Dragons, Walking on Water, and Loving the Bible Again 
Led by Jessica Groen and Trina Hayes

Sundays through May 5 at 11 a.m.

Using Rachel Held Evans’ book Inspired: Slaying Dragons, Walking on 
Water, and Loving the Bible Again, we’ll explore the Bible with fresh eyes 
beginning with the origin stories.  The guide to all readings through May 
5 and a link to an online guide are on our website. Nadia Bolz-Weber 
writes, “Inspired is a love letter to scripture. . . She shows us how to love 
the Bible; how to see its flaws, beauty, strength, and spirit at the same 
time.”  

“It’s Too Hot/Cold in Here!”

It’s that time of year! Please be patient with our old building as we transition  
from cold weather to warmer temperatures. We can’t fine-tune our 
thermometer here like we can at home!  Once we turn the heat off for the 
season and switch over to air conditioning, we can’t easily go back.  Because 
our nights are still dropping in to the 40’s, we need to keep our system on heat 
for a few more weeks.  If you are in an area that feels too warm, feel free to 
open windows, but remember to close them when you leave.  Thanks for your 
patience!  

DIACONATE SPECIAL EVENT
File of Life Presentation
Sunday, May 19 at 11 am in the Chapel

Flossmoor Fire Department Paramedic, Ethan Stratford will present 
information on using the File of Life medical card to provide lifesaving 
information to emergency personnel.  FOL cards will be available.
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WooHOO 
Wednesdays

Sunday, May 5 for all ages 3+

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

To celebrate the end of the program year, join us for  
some FUN FUN FUN! Ages 3 years through 6th grade will  

be coming together to play Bible games outside, 
 weather permitting, as we wrap up the season.

Congratulations 
to our 6th Graders 

Noelle Dolan
 Noah Hoereth
Maya McNeil
Maya Perkins 

Cameron Williams

Save the Date for 
Vacation Bible School!
July 15 - 18 from 5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

(optional dinner  provided at 5 p.m.)

Children’s Ministries is busy planning another high-
energy VBS. Save the date and be on the lookout for 
details about our exciting “To Mars and Beyond” theme 
as we get closer to the dates! After the family and 
volunteer response from last year, we are VERY excited 
to see what this year brings!

it 
UP!

Tuesday & Wednesday, May 7-8
11:30 a.m. - 12 p.m. on the Front Ramp

Children’s Ministries will be dancing and sharing popsicles  
with the FCC Weekday Preschool kids after class lets out  

 to let everyone know about the exciting things we’ve got 
planned for the summer. Join us for the high-energy fun!

RAMP 

Wednesdays June 12 & 26, 
and August 7 at 6:30 p.m.

Our popular WooHOO Wednesdays will break for May 
 before returning in June with lots of summer fun in store  

for all ages. Children under the age of 5 must be  
accompanied by an adult. Stay tuned for more information. 

Sundays at 11 am

They are graduating from Children’s Ministries and  
headed in to Youth Ministries and will receive their 

crosses on May 5 during worship. 
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Sundays at 11 amYOUTH MINISTRIES

Our last day of  
Youth Group will be  

Sunday, May 5.  

Youth Ministries enjoyed their last Sunday Night Group of the year on 
April 7 with a “Bigger and Better” trading up scavenger hunt around 
the Flossmoor Park neighborhood.  Beginning with only a big paper 
clip, groups attempted to trade their items for bigger, better ones 
and brought back an impressive collection including old dining room 
chairs, a lawn mower, a microwave, a telescope and a basketball game!  
Thank you to our wonderful neighbors who played along and traded!  
Also, thank you to all the youth families who went along with our 
Sunday Night Group experiment for the year.  We hope you enjoyed it 
as much as we did! 

Fundraising Update from the Work Trip Team:
Thank you to everyone who donated to our Wall O’ Money 
fundraiser for the Youth Work Trip to Virginia this summer.  
Because of your support, our group raised enough to cover the 
cost of our rental van.  Stay tuned for updates about our trip as 
we get closer to leaving for the Shenandoah Valley in June! 

Be on the look out for information 
about our summer events!
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FCC WEEKDAY PRESCHOOL

Spring is Springing! 
The daffodils were blooming in between snowflakes in April, but we hope 
it won’t be long before spring is busting out all over on the preschool 
playground. Classes have been taking nature walks to look for signs of spring 
in the neighborhood as well. Many thanks to the parent volunteers who 
gave their time on a recent Saturday to rake in a mountain of new mulch, 
re-furbish the garden path, sort toys, remove dead bushes, sweep and spruce 
up the playground for spring. Soon caterpillars and ladybugs will be arriving. 
The children like to chart the caterpillars’ growth, watch them make their 
chrysalis and then release the butterflies on the playground in late May. 

For the Beauty of the Earth
Our Earth Day activities included sorting caps for our Buddy Bench project. 
We have reached our goal of 200 pounds of caps that we hope to have made 
into a bench for the playground soon. Our cap drive has now ended so those 
caps can go into your recycling bins now. Thank you for your help. We will 
post a picture of the bench when it arrives.

FCC Weekday Preschool 
Special Bookie’s Fundraiser

Sunday, May 5

In celebration of Children’s Book 
Week, Weekday Preschool is having 
a fundraiser at Bookie’s New and 
Used Books in Homewood. On 
Sunday, May 5, a percentage of 
every purchase  will go towards the 
FCC Weekday Preschool Library to 
purchase new books. Flyers must be 
shown at time of purchase, either 
on paper or on phone. Flyers are 
available at the Information Desk in 
the Gathering Space, and will also be 
posted on our Facebook page. 

The store is open 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. and 
the fundraiser is for the entire day.

Mother’s Day Teas
Special guests will be arriving for Mother’s Day 
Teas just before Mothers’ Day. The children look 
forward to cooking, decorating and making 
surprises for their very special person at this 
Weekday Preschool tradition.  

End of Year Picnics
Soon the classes will be having End of the Year Picnics, looking 
through favorite stories one more time, packing up memories 
and getting ready to say good-bye. We have had a fun year 
filled with laughing and learning down in the preschool wing.



For now the winter is past,
the rain is over and gone.

The flowers appear on the earth;
 the time of singing has come,
and the voice of the turtledove

is heard in our land.
The fig tree puts forth its figs,
and the vines are in blossom;

they give forth fragrance.
Song of Solomon 2:11-13


