
December 2018

F O R  A D V E N T  AT  F C C

S U N D AY,  D E C E M B E R  2
Draw Near to Wonder (Luke 21:25-36)

9:45 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion, Youth Alum Advent Homecoming
11 a.m. Intergenerational “Deck the Halls” & Potluck  at Noon (see page 3)

S U N D AY,  D E C E M B E R  9
Draw Near to Truth (Luke 3:1-6)

9:45 a.m. Worship, 11 a.m. Education Hour

S U N D AY,  D E C E M B E R  16
Draw Near to Justice (Zephaniah 3:14-20)

9:45 a.m. Cantata: “Let Heaven and Nature Sing Gloria!” by Mark Hayes 
11 a.m. Education Hour (last one until January 13)

S U N D AY,  D E C E M B E R  23
Draw Near to One Another (Luke 1:39-45)

9:45 a.m. Worship Service of Healing and Wholeness, 
featuring a Jazz Ensemble

M O N D AY,  D E C E M B E R  24
CHRISTMAS EVE

4 p.m.  Family Candlelight Service, with “Instant Nativity”
8 p.m. & 10 p.m. - Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols

Our theme for Advent is “Draw 
Near”.  Using artwork and liturgy 
from “Sanctified Art”, our theme 
encompasses:

• An AFFIRMATION that God has 
drawn near to us by taking on flesh 
and experiencing what it is to be 
human

• A PLEA for God to draw close to us 
and to the spaces in the world that 
are broken

• A CHARGE for us to draw near to God 
by leaning into wonder, justice, truth 
and one another.

Join us each week as we are invited 
Draw Near to God through our scripture 
readings and accompanying themes. 

2018 A D V E N T
D E V OT I O N A L

Art and reflections to draw near 
 to God in the season of Advent.  

Devotionals will be available at the 
Information Desk in the Gathering Space, 
for your personal study and reflection 
in December.  The booklets include 
daily art, written reflections, scripture, 
contemplative prompts and coloring 
pages that will inspire you to Draw Near 
during Advent.
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FROM FRED

December 2018

A Bigger Table: Building 
Messy, Authentic, 

and Hopeful Spiritual 
Community

Sundays, December 9 and 16 
at 11 a.m. in the Family Room

Discussion led by Trina Hayes

Join us as we wrap up our discussion 
of John Pavlovitz' A Bigger Table and 
talk about ways we can live into the 
principles in the book in Part III: 
Under Construction. Read Chapters 
11 - 14 for December 9 and Chapters 
15 - 18 for December 16.

DECEMBER ADULT EDUCATION

“What Room Are We Making?”

In those days a decree went out from 
Emperor Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. This was the first 
registration and was taken while Quirinius 

was governor of Syria…

Joseph went to be registered with Mary, 
 to whom he was engaged and 

 who was expecting a child... 
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 

wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid 
him in a manger, because there was no 

room for them in the inn.

~Luke 2:1-2, 5, 7~

Not just in the inn. There wasn’t much 
room for Jesus and his parents in a world 
ruled by the likes of Caesar Augustus and 
Governor Quirinius. It makes me wonder 
what room there is for them in today’s 
world. 

What room are we making?

Please read through this Narthex to find 
numerous opportunities to make room 
for him whose birth the angels still sing. 
This Advent and Christmas, may we 
discover some holy measure of what it 
means to bring the Christ Child in from 
the stable and welcome him into the 
room we make in our hearts and minds, 
in our attitudes and priorities, in our day 
to day living.

Godspeed, Peace, 
and God Bless Us, Everyone,

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!

On Sunday, October 28, we welcomed the Brays to our Family of Faith. 

Please introduce yourself and welcome, from left to right:
Josh, Tressalyn, Jason, James, Kirsten and Jared (in front). 
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FCC HAPPENINGS

& 
All-Church 

Potluck
Sunday, December 2 

11 a.m.- 1 p.m.
There will be no formal education 

hour on December 2.  All Ages will 

gather at 11 to help “deck the halls” 

of FCC.  Youth & Adults will work 

together to adorn the Sanctuary,  

public areas, and string the outside 

“crazy lights” while children will make 

decorations/ornaments. Many hands 

will make light work! To complete 

our morning we will have a Potluck 

at noon, so bring a dish to share 

and be ready to usher in Advent in 

fellowship with your church family.

Sponsored by the 
Board of Congregational LifeThe Viking Ensemble, directed by Mike Rugen, is a small auditioned group 

taken from the esteemed Viking Choir membership.  The music selections 
have ranged anywhere from madrigals to vocal jazz, from ballads to up-
tempo pop with choreography.  Join us as Mike directs this very talented 
group of H-F youth from our local high school. Reserve your tickets ($12) 
by signing up at the Information Desk in the Gathering Space or by calling 
Kim Sifner at 708-754-2683. 

Viking Ensemble Christmas Program & Luncheon
Wednesday, December 12 at Noon in Fellowship Hall

The Women’s & Men’s Association presents

Vote For Your Favorite 
Christmas Carols!
We’re having a good old-fashioned 
carol sing in worship on December 
30, and we want to make sure we 
sing your favorites! Beginning 
December 1, everyone in the 
congregation will have the 
opportunity to vote for their 
favorite songs to be sung.  Voting 
will continue through the 15th 
online or through the Christmas 
Carol ballots available in the 
Gathering Space.  Make sure to 
vote before we put the Christmas 
Carols away until next season!



4    December 2018 Narthex

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
November was wonderful 

month in Children’s 
Ministries! We had a great 
time at our WooHoo 
Wednesday Movie night. 
In Sunday School, we’ve 

had great discussions 
about David and Daniel. We got to test 

our strength like David and make “pasture 
and sheep snacks” and “lion tortillas” with 
each ingredient representing a different part 
of the story. Our little ones made feelings 
masks to demonstrate how Daniel may have 
felt in certain parts of the story. The 5th & 6th 
graders had thoughtful conversations about 
Jacob and Joseph and even got fun snacks 
of their own. We thoroughly enjoy our time 
with your children; they always add a new 
perspective we hadn’t thought of before.

Our snacks which tie in with our lessons have 
been a big hit with our little ones. If you are 
able to donate the snacks on a Sunday, please 
contact me at lmaxie@fccfaithful.org.

December is a favorite month for everyone in 
Sunday School as we learn about baby Jesus 
and the story of Christmas. We will join in 
on the Deck the Halls & All Church Potluck 
event on December 2 (page 3), where kids 
will enjoy a special craft and help decorate 
the church for the season. We look forward 
to our Christmas party on December 16 and 
to participating in the Instant Nativity at the 
Family Christmas Eve service at 4p.m.! 

I would like to acknowledge and thank all of 
those who stepped up to be our teachers this 
month! They have been absolutely wonderful 
and are the main reason the kids are enjoying 
Sunday school each week! Special thanks 
to: Barbara Johnson, Alicia Perkins, Erick 
Deshaun Dorris, Jeff Groen, Tessa Zevallos, 
Kathryn Stolzenbach, Robin Predny, Jamie 
Kneeland, Jessica Groen, Dan Laven, Bill 
McCormick and Tracey Danadio. Thank you 
as well to the Kneeland and Laven families for 
providing snack supplies! 

If you are interested in helping out, please 
just let me know - I’ll gladly take any help, any 
given Sunday!

Leslie Maxie, Children’s Ministries

Sunday School 
Christmas Party

SUNDAY DECEMBER 16
AT 11 A.M.

Parents are invited to join us for 
our last day of Sunday school 
for the year and partake in the 
fun! We will all enjoy singing 
Christmas songs and sharing in 
Christmas fellowship and fun. 
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D AT E S  T O  R E M E M B E R
Deck The Halls  

& All-Church Potluck
Sunday, December 2 @ 11 a.m. 

Youth will help decorate the church 
and string the outside crazy lights!

 BIG ROOM
Sunday, December 9 @ 10:30 a.m. 

All Youth Gathering at the Community House

Last Day of Youth for the Year
Sunday, December 16

Youth Group resumes January 13, 2019

YOUTH MINISTRIES Sundays at 11 a.m.

Doing Good & Having a Good Time 
Youth Ministries had a very busy fall with retreats, Sunday Night Group, 
and participating in World Communion Sunday.  So far, our Sunday 
Night Groups have focused on service projects like raising money for 
Hurricane Florence recovery efforts, serving PADS (pictured above), and 
sorting crayons (pictured below) to be recycled with SCARCE (School 
& Community Assistance for Recycling and Composting Education).  
Sunday Night Group has been a great addition to our ministry; one that 
we’re looking forward to continuing in the spring! 

FCC welcomes ALL our Youth Group Alums back to your home church 
on December 2 for the opening Sunday of Advent. Whether you live 
close by, or far away, we invite you back for a morning of worship and 
fellowship and reconnecting with old friends and youth group leaders. 

That morning we will celebrate communion, followed by our Deck the 
Halls & All Church Potluck event (page 3). Help Spread the Word!
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FCC WEEKDAY PRESCHOOL

There were a few flurries in mid-November 
but not enough for sledding yet. The 
preschoolers are one of the few groups 
hoping for snow - it makes for great 
sledding on the playground hill. 

Many thanks to the parents who came 
out on a November morning to help trim, 
sweep, rake, sort and wash for Playground 
Clean-up. Thanks too for all that came out 
for our first “Dine-Out for Weekday” event 
at Aurelio’s, which gave a percentage of 
the bill back to Weekday Preschool. We are 
planning more dine-outs after the first of 
the year. We appreciate your support. 

The children have had great fun building 
with blocks, making slime, painting with 
fruits from an Osage orange tree, jumping 
in fall leaves, reading stories, dancing 
and singing songs and much, much more. 
More fun times ahead!  Merry Christmas 
everyone!
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HOMEWOOD-FLOSSMOOR 

SHOW OFF
WHAT A NIGHT! Thanks to all who attended, 

volunteered, and performed at our 2nd Annual 
ShowOff Benefitting PADS! The generosity was 

astounding ($4545.00 was raised!), the talent was 
amazing and an unforgettable night was had!

TO BENEFIT FCC PADS
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SPECIAL NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

FCC Special Holiday 
Office Hours

Monday, December 24
Christmas Eve

FCC Office Closes at Noon

Tuesday, December 25 
Christmas Day

FCC Office Closed

Wednesday, December 25
FCC Office Closed

December 27 & 28
FCC Office Closes at noon

Monday, December 31
New Years Eve

FCC Office Closed

Tuesday, January 1
New Years Day 

Our sympathy and prayers
to Bill & Julie Lindstrom and Family 
in the death of their son, David 
Lindstrom. A memorial service will 
be held December 1 at 11 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary.

A celebration of life for Nena Lowry 
Mason, sister of Craig (Leslie) Lowry, 
who died October 14, will be held 
December 1 from 1 - 4 p.m. at the 
Community House.

Remembering Your Church at Christmas: Gifts to the 
FCC Foundation are Tax-Deductible 
FCC Foundation contributions are used to fund Outreach and 
Properties Projects as well as for Memorial Contributions. In addition, 
the Hendrickson Caring Ministries Endowment Fund provides for 
FCC’s part-time pastoral care staff who minister to sick and shut-in 
members and those who are hospitalized or in need of assistance.  FCC 
owns and has custody of the Hendrickson Fund, managed by the FCC 
Foundation Board.  

All contributions are tax deductible. Ways you can give are: cash 
donations, memorials for loved ones, wills and bequests. Donations in 
excess of $500 are permanently recognized on our FCC/FCCF Donor 
Wall.

As you are planning your year-end charitable giving, please consider 
FCC and FCC Foundation. If you would like additional information 
about contributing, please contact the FCC office at 708-798-2800 or 
Lois Glasgow, Foundation President, at 614-309-2980.
.

Looking Ahead: Pastor Fred’s Mini Sabatical
Part of my terms of call as your pastor include taking a sabbatical after my 
first five years of service at FCC.  Over the past couple of years, for a variety 
of reasons, I haven’t been able to take my full 8 to 10-week sabbatical.  
Recently, I have been working with staff and church leaders to put together 
a mini sabbatical for 2019 as an alternative, and I’m excited to share with 
you that I will be taking this mini sabbatical from Thursday, December 27 
through Saturday, January 26.

I have been very involved in lining up several guest preachers, which will 
be announced in the near future.  In addition, I have already met with 
Laurel Hamilton (our Temporary Assistant to the Pastor for Pastoral Care) 
and our volunteers from the Diaconate Board and Stephen Ministers to 
help with pastoral care needs during my absence.  We have made every 
effort to lighten the financial impact of my absence by working closely 
with the Finance Committee chair.  

We will be sharing more details over the next few weeks, but know that I 
am leaving you in good hands, and am looking forward to this opportunity 
for rest and renewal.

 Peace,
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 Quantity:  _______ poinsettia plant(s) @ $15 each = $ ________

 Choose one:

 _____  I will pick up my plant(s) following the 11 p.m.  Christmas Eve service.

 _____ I will give my plant(s) to someone who is ill or homebound. 
    (Delivered by a member of the Diaconate) 

 Name: ___________________________________  Phone: _____________________

 My poinsettia is to be dedicated:

 ___ In honor of _______________________________________________________
  
 ___ In appreciation of  _________________________________________________
 
 ___ In loving memory of  ________________________________________________

 From:  ____________________________________________________________

Order forms and checks (payable to Flossmoor Community Church) 
must be returned to the church office (Attn. Brooke) no later than Friday, December 14.

Flossmoor Community Church • 2218 Hutchison Rd. • Flossmoor, IL  60422 
Payments can also be made online at fccfaithful.org/giving, 

noting “Poinsettia payment” in the description.

ORDER YOUR POINSETTIAS

If you would like to decorate our 
Sanctuary with a poinsettia this 
Christmas, please use the order 
form below.   The poinsettias will 
beautify our Sacred Space on 
Sunday, December 21 and on 
Christmas Eve.  The poinsettia 
list will be in the Christmas Eve 
worship bulletins. The deadline 
to order is Friday, December 14.

Questions may be directed to Brooke King-LaBreck at 708-798-2800 x 13 or bking@fccfaithful.org
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Stewardship 

Update
The Lord loves a cheerful giver! 
During October, we were touched by 
testimonials about the meaningful 
impact of FCC’s worship and education, 
congregational care and fellowship, 
and concern for others beyond our 
congregation. These ministries rely 
on your financial support to continue 
to expand FCC’s commitment to 
Seek—Connect—Serve as followers 
of Christ both within our faith family 
and reaching out to the world around 
us, near and far.  We encourage every 
member to invest in the growth of our 
FCC ministries. 

The Stewardship Committee is pleased 
to report that the campaign is making 
excellent progress.  As of November 26, 
126 pledges have been received for a 
total of $493,726 raised so far, which is 
a great start. Thank you to all who have 
made your pledge.  If you haven’t had 
a chance to pledge yet, please try to 
get yours in as soon as you can. Pledge 
cards can be placed in the offering plate, 
dropped off in the office, or mailed. You 
can also pledge electronically by going 
to www.fccfaithful.org/stewardship or 
by sending an email to our Financial 
Manager, Judy Jensen, at judy.jensen@
fccfaithful.org.  

Giving Back Through Christmas Giving
FCC offers many opportunities to give with generous hearts 
during the Season of Advent.  We encourage you to choose an 
option or two that best fits your resources, heart and energy. 

Christmas Angels: All of our families have been adopted! 
There are still meaningful ways you can make an impact to help 
our families:
• Monetary Donations for gift certificates for groceries, shoes and 

other essentials for our families.  Please write checks to FCC, with 
“Christmas Angels” on memo line and return as soon as possible, no 
later than December 10.

• Donations of towels, blankets, sheets, toiletries, pots & pans, dishes, 
laundry detergent, dish soap, bar soap, lotion, and toilet paper. Please 
bring these items to the Community House on December 15.

Angels: Please bring your boxed and labeled packages to the 
Community House on Friday, December 14 between 9 a.m. – 8 p.m.  
Volunteers will be there to receive your gifts and sort them for delivery. 
If you would like to see the joy on our receiving families’ faces, we would 
love to have your help delivering the gifts to the families on Saturday, 
December 15, from 9 a.m. – 12 noon. Please call Sis Flor at 288-0333 with 
any questions.

Hams for Holidays: Monetary contributions will purchase hams for the 
Family Baskets given to the families served by the Jones Center. Please 
make checks payable to FCC, noting “Hams” on the memo line. 

Giving Tree:  Wrapped gifts for children need to be returned prior by 
December 14 and will be taken to the Jones Memorial Center.

The Pajama Project: Please purchase new children’s pajamas and 
place them, unwrapped, in the Great Bedtime Story gift box no later than 
December 9. FCC Weekday Preschool is working with the Pajama Project 
to collect PJs and Scholastic Books will match each pair of PJs collected 
with a new book. 

Mitten Tree: Donations of new hats, gloves and mittens for children 
and adults should be hung on the mitten tree in the Gathering Space.  
Items collected will go to the Jones Community Center. The Mitten Tree is 
sponsored by Women’s & Men’s Association.  The tree will collect items 
through December 16.

Penny & Dime Store: The store is an opportunity for children to 
“buy” Christmas gifts for their parents or siblings. Purchase small new 
items (such as playing cards, mugs, balls, socks, etc.) and turn them in 
unwrapped by December 14.

TIS THE SEASON TO GIVE BACK
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