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S E E K C O N N E C T S E R V E

Our theme for Advent is “What Can’t Wait?”.  We will be using 
artwork and liturgy from “Sanctified Art”.

Advent is a season of waiting, but is idle waiting what God wants of 
us?  In preparation for the coming Messiah, we wonder together – 
what things can’t wait?  What demands our immediate attention?  
What requires our work and preparation?  What is it that God can’t 
wait for?   Is it our praise, reconciliation, and proclamation?  Is it the 
end of suffering, isolation, and fear?  This Advent, we invite you to 
join us in imagining, prioritizing, and preparing. As we wait, what 
can’t? Join us each week as we engage with our theme through 
our scripture readings and liturgy. 

S U N D AY,  D E C E M B E R  1
Candle of Hope (Matthew 24:42-44)

9:45 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
11 a.m. Intergenerational “Deck the Halls” & Potluck at noon

S U N D AY,  D E C E M B E R  8
Candle of Repentance (Matthew 3:1-8)

9:45 a.m. Worship, 11 a.m. Education Hour

S U N D AY,  D E C E M B E R  15
Candle of Joy (Luke 1:39-45)

9:45 a.m. Worship & Children’s Nativity Pageant
11 a.m. Education Hour (last one until January 12)

S U N D AY,  D E C E M B E R  22
Candle of Courage (Matthew 1:18-25)

9:45 a.m. Worship Service of Healing and Wholeness

T U E S D AY,  D E C E M B E R  24
CHRISTMAS EVE

4 p.m.  Family Candlelight Service, with “Instant Nativity”
8 p.m. & 10 p.m. - Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols

S U N D AY,  D E C E M B E R  29
First Sunday of Christmas

9:45 a.m. Worship & Carol Sing 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Connect Events, Christmas 
Bazaar and more
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“The voice of one crying 
 in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord….’”
~Matthew 1:3b~

2 0 1 9  A D V E N T  D E V O T I O N A L
Devotionals are available at the information Desk in the 
Gathering Space for your personal study and reflection in 
December.  The booklets include daily art, written reflections, 
scripture, contemplative prompts and coloring pages that will 
inspire you during Advent and beyond.

Nature teaches us that even as trees stretch their 

bare winter limbs skyward, already buds for 

spring are beginning to form beneath the earliest 

snow.  John the Baptist proclaims the way of the 

Lord by teaching us that even as people ache 

and yearn in the wilderness, already God’s saving 

presence is heaven bent on heartening a world 

of hurt with healing and wholeness and holiness. 

 

This Advent/Christmas, listen for the voice of 

God’s saving presence, made flesh in Jesus of 

Nazareth who is Jesus the Christ. Where is this 

voice sending us?  Where is this voice already 

waiting ahead for us? With whom does this voice 

direct us to share comfort and joy? 

This Advent/Christmas, listen. Because this voice 

will turn our lives around. And even as we hear 

a certain baby cry out from a feeding trough in 

Bethlehem, already the powers of darkness are 

trembling.

Peace,

THANK YOU, ALLISON!
Since July 2015, Allison Billings has 
provided strong and faithful leadership 
as FCC’s Director of Youth Ministries. 
Our youth and the congregation have 
benefited greatly from her faith, 
creativity and vision.  Unfortunately 
for FCC, Allison will be concluding 
her ministry here on December 15 as 
she has accepted a new position as 
Director of Youth and Family Ministry 
at Community Presbyterian Church in 
Clarendon Hills, Illinois. She will serve 
with the sixth through twelfth graders 
and their families. 

FCC will miss Allison’s spirit and giftedness, but we are excited she 
has this new opportunity to minister to youth. We wish her Godspeed 
in her future endeavors and will celebrate her ministry with us in 
worship on December 15. Staff and Personnel Committee are working 
together to ensure a smooth transition for Youth Ministries, and have 
begun their search (see below).

FCC Seeks Director of Youth Ministries
FCC has an outstanding Youth Ministry  

and we’re looking for an OUTSTANDING person to lead it!
We’re seeking a person with an understanding of how youth learn;  
creatively interacting and engaging their involvement, inspiring their 
spiritual growth, discerning their needs and abilities, and most of all, 
having the energy and passion to make it fun! Please help us spread 
the word. A complete job description can be found under the "Staff" 
page of our website, fccfaithful.org. Applicants may submit their 
complete resume to FCCYouthSearch@fccfaithful.org.
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Join us in attending the South Holland Master Chorale’s Winter Concert 
“The Morning Star” at 4 p.m. together, and then go to a casual dinner at 
Aurelio’s following the concert.  Come early to find a seat … Barb Smith is 
our point person, and will be sitting in the front half, right side and will 
try to save a few seats. Please bring cash for dinner and RSVP on our FCC 
Facebook Event or by contacting Barb Smith at barbptsmi@comcast.net. 
All ages are welcome!

EVENT
Holiday Concert & Dinner

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8 AT 4 P.M.

fcc

The Last FCC
Christmas 
Bazaar
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8  
10:45 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 
in Fellowship Hall

Yes, you read the headline correctly, this 
year’s Christmas Bazaar will be the last 
one. Begun in 1985 by the PEGS (Parent 
Education Groups), bazaars have been 
held every two or three years to raise 
funds for children’s and youth ministries 
and other causes. The multi-purpose 
room off Fellowship Hall has served as 
a workshop for these activities for many 
years, but times change and December 8 
will be the last bazaar. 

Come to Fellowship Hall for coffee 
and treats and buy your Christmas 
presents. The bazaar will feature holiday 
ornaments and decorations, home 
décor, and items that everyone on your 
list will treasure. As this is the last hurrah, 
prices will be reasonable.  

David Sings Frank
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11

at Noon in Fellowship Hall

Women’s & Men’s 
ASSOC IAT ION

P R E S E N T S

Join us for our luncheon and program and enjoy baritone David Ranlett 
sings his way through some of the greatest hits from the Frank Sinatra 
songbook , such as “Fly Me to the Moon”, “Strangers in the Night”, “The 
Lady is a Tramp” and more.  Who knows, he might even open up a few 
early Christmas presents.  Kay Sue Nagle will tickle the ivories. Tickets 
($15) can be purchased at the door.
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CHILDREN’S 

We encourage you to shop local and 
purchase the books featured by FCC 

Adult Education at Bookie’s Bookstore  
in Homewood. 

ED
We never become too old to grow, 

learn, and connect while being formed 

and informed for following the Way of 

Jesus.  Your presence and participation 

in Adult Education, whether regular or 

occasional, is most welcome! 

Sunday Morning 
Drop-in Classes
Sundays @ 11 am / Bell Chapel

Old Testament Lecture Series: 
#3—Murder, Flood, Dispersion                  
Dec. 8  This class will open with a viewing of the 
third lecture (30 min) in Professor Amy-Jill Levine’s 
DVD course on the Old Testament.  Lecture 3 
covers narratives in  Genesis 4-11, focusing on 
the increasing alienation of humanity from one 
another and God, as well as the uneasy relationship 
between animal husbandry and agriculture, the 
wilderness and the city state. The second half of the 
class will provide time for sharing our responses to 
the content of the lecture.  This lecture series will be 
presented once per month during the upcoming 
year to get up through Lecture 7.
 

Water, Water, Water            
Dec. 15  Our planet and our bodies are majority 
water content, and our lives literally depend on 
water.  But how often do we think about our local 
water supply for drinking water, or about the 
health of the streams and rivers that are part of our 
residential watershed?  A drop-in class presented 
by David Zaber, PhD. on local community resources 
and issues related to our waterways and water 
pipes in this part of the south suburbs.  Dr. Zaber 
is a resource ecologist and science educator with 
background and experience in freshwater ecology, 
natural resource management, environmental 
and human health risk assessment, pesticide and 
hazardous substance toxicology.

Sunday Morning &  
Wednesday Evening Courses
Book Study: Holy Envy    
Sundays @ 11 am / Family Room
December 8, January 5 & 12
Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of Others by Barbara Brown Taylor tackles the 
questions and concerns that arise when we encounter anything different or 
“other.” This study  led by Trina Hayes will explore the spiritual riches God shares 
with us through the faith of others while we remain true to our own faith and 
beliefs. 

Bible Study: Christmas in the Bible 
Wednesdays December 4-18 @ 7 pm / Family Room
As part of our Advent observances, Pastor Fred will lead us in taking a look at 
the scripture readings that are going to be foregrounded in our Christmas Eve 
services of Lessons and Carols.

One-Session Book Discussions
Sundays @ 11 am / Family Room

DISCOVERY BOOK CLUB NOVELS

Dec. 15   Little Faith  
Little Faith by Nickolas Butler follows a couple as they grapple with the power 
and limitations of faith when their daughter falls under the influence of a radical 
church that threatens the well-being of their family. 

Jan 19   It's Trevor Noah: Born a Crime    
This youth reader edition of comedian Trevor Noah's 2016 book on his South 
African childhood is one of the three 2019-20 HF Reads book selections 
recommended to the community by Homewood-Flossmoor high school. Our 
discussion guide for this book has been created by H-F High librarian Alicia 
Rodriguez. 
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November was an incredibly active 
month for our kids. We enjoyed a fabulous 
Woo-HOO Wednesday Game Night. In Sunday 
school, we had some great discussions about 
Moses and his life. Youth taught Sunday school 
for 3 weeks, and it was awesome to see them all 
enjoying each other and learning together. The 
little ones were so happy to play with the “big 
kids” and the “big kids” really enjoyed hanging 
out with the “little ones”! 5th &  6th graders had 
some in-depth discussions about Moses and 
Deborah and baked cookies which they served 
to our PADS guests November 17. 

December is always a fun month here at 
Sunday school! On December 1, we will join the 
“Deck the Halls” event where the kids will do a 
craft and help decorate the church. 

Every year we learn about baby Jesus and the 
story of Christmas but this year we are learning 
as we rehearse for  our Christmas Pageant 
which we will present to the congregation on 
December 15. The kids can’t wait to show you 
all what they are learning and working on, 
rehearsing and working hard since November. 
After presenting our pageant in worship, the 
children will enjoy a Christmas party during 
education hour. This is the last day of Sunday 
school for this year and the parents are invited 
to partake in the fun! The kids will sing some 
Christmas songs and share in Christmas 
fellowship and fun. Christmas Eve, we look 
forward to the Instant Nativity Pageant during 
the 4 p.m. Family Service. It’s not to be missed 
- we hope you’ll join us as we draw near to 
welcome the Christ child.

Thank you to our teachers! They have 
been absolutely wonderful and are the main 
reason the kids are enjoying Sunday school 
each week! A special thanks to: Barbara 
Johnson, Alicia Perkins, Jamie Kneeland, Jeff 
Groen, Tessa Zevallos, Kathryn Stolzenbach, 
Robin Predny, Megan Brackin, Bill McCormick 
and Tracey Danadio. Thank you also to everyone 
who has brought snacks this month! The kids 
truly enjoy it and its such a great way to tie the 
lesson together with something relatable.                                                         

children’s ministries

Our 4th and 5th graders serving our PADS guests in November were so mature and 
helpful. They were well behaved and took it very seriously. We’re very proud of them!

Children’s Ministries

Christmas 
Pageant

Sunday, December 15 
at 9:45 a.m. Worship
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YM
Y O U T H  M I N I S T R I E S

Our Tribes youth group had the pleasure of teaching Sunday School for 3 weeks, 
finishing in November.  Thank you to Children’s Ministries for letting us “take 
over”.  We LOVED it!  Our youth love learning with their littlest church friends! 

Dear FCC Youth Families,

It is with a tender heart, that I share the 
news that after more than 4 years of working 
alongside our youth at FCC, my time with 
you as Director of Youth Ministries will be 
drawing to a close.  God’s call to youth 
ministry was strong enough to pull me from 
Oregon to FCC, and now I am trusting that 
call again as I take a position with Community 
Presbyterian Church of Clarendon Hills as 
their Director of Youth and Family Ministry.  
This is a full-time position that also offers 
benefits.  This increased position is a huge 
opportunity and challenge for me.  As they 
are anxious for me to start my ministry there, 
I will finish out this semester with our youth.  
My last day at FCC will be Sunday, December 
15, 2019.  

I am so grateful to FCC for more reasons than 
I can count.  This congregation took a chance 
on me as I moved back to the Midwest and 
dove into a new career; one that has given 
me so much joy and personal growth.  This 
church has been my home for years, and my 
experience here as a youth was the reason 
I ever considered going into working with 
youth.  I am fortunate to know so many 
wonderful youth and families who I will truly 
miss.  Thank you for trusting me to walk with 
our youth on their faith journeys, and for all 
your encouragement, understanding, and 
love.  I have learned so much here and loved 
every minute of it. 

In Christ,

        Allison Billings 

U P C O M I N G  D A T E S
Deck the Halls 
Sunday, December 1 @ 11 a.m.
All youth will help decorate the church and string crazy lights outside!

Leadership Team Christmas Party 
Wednesday, December 11 @ 7:30 p.m.
at Allison & Marc’s house

Last day of Youth Group of 2019 
Sunday December 15th @ 11 a.m. 
Youth Group will resume January 12, 2020

Youth Ministries set up and served our PADS guests dinner November 24. This 
is one of our favorite Sunday Night Groups as all the youth can serve together. 
Thank you to everyone who came out & helped!
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HOMEWOOD-FLOSSMOOR 

SHOW OFF
WHAT A NIGHT! Thanks to all who attended, 

volunteered, and performed at our 3rd Annual 
ShowOff benefitting FCC PADS! The generosity 

was astounding, the talent was amazing and an 
unforgettable night was had!

TO BENEFIT FCC PADS
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Remembering Your Church at Christmas: 
Gifts to the FCC Foundation are Tax-Deductible 
FCC Foundation contributions are used to fund Outreach and Properties Projects 
as well as for Memorial Contributions. In addition, the Hendrickson Caring 
Ministries Endowment Fund provides for FCC’s part-time pastoral care staff who 
minister to sick and shut-in members and those who are hospitalized or in need 
of assistance.  FCC owns and has custody of the Hendrickson Fund, managed by 
the FCC Foundation Board.  

All contributions are tax deductible. Ways you can give are: cash donations, 
memorials for loved ones, wills and bequests. Donations in excess of $500 are 
permanently recognized on our FCC/FCCF Donor Wall.

As you are planning your year-end charitable giving, please consider FCC and 
FCC Foundation. If you would like additional information about contributing, 
please contact the FCC office at 708-798-2800 or Lois Glasgow, Foundation 
President, at 614-309-2980.
.

We celebrate the birth
of Doc Fuji Tapscott. Doc is the son of 
Michael Tapscott and Yea-Ming Chen, and 
the grandson of Karen and Jim Tapscott. 

Our sympathy and prayers
to Lois Toolan and family in the death of 
her mother, Mabel Dia, on October 21.

to Dan Weidman and family in the death 
of his brother, Emmet Weidman.

to Shannon Williams and family in the 
death of her mother, Linda Leonard, on 
November 18. 

to Vanessa and George Richardson and 
family in the death of George’s mother, 
Brenda Richardson on November 21.

to Gerry Pleckham and family in the 
death of his wife, Judi on November 23. 
A memorial service will be held here 
Saturday, December 7 at 11 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary.

Please note: 
Due to significantly decreased orders 
and budget concerns, we will no longer 
be offering the opportunity to order and 
dedicate poinsettias. The Diaconate Board 
and FCC staff are working together to 
provide meaningful ways to reach out 
to members who are homebound or 
have recently experienced a loss during 
Christmas and Easter.

FCC Holiday Office Hours
Tuesday, December 24

Christmas Eve - FCC Office Closes at Noon

December 25 & 26 
Christmas Day/Day After - FCC Office Closed

Friday, December 27
FCC Office Closes at noon

Monday, December 30
FCC Office Closes at noon

Tuesday, December 31
New Years Eve  - FCC Office Closes at noon

Wednesday, January 1
New Years Day - FCC Office Closed

Thursday & Friday,  January 2 & 3
FCC Office Closes at noon


