
January 2019

Our PADS Guests’ Schedule

6 AM Early Riser Lounge Upstairs: 
Coffee, donuts & newspapers 
to greet our men who will 
not be sleeping in, while not 
disturbing the sleepers.

 Free Haircuts Before Lunch

8:30 AM Hot Breakfast 

9:30 AM Speaker Session 

10:30 AM Boot/Shoe box distribution/
Free Clothing Store/
Leisure & Game Time/Social 
Services/Health Checks/
Job Interviews/Mentoring/
Listening

12 PM Entertainment 

1 PM Hot Lunch 

2 PM Movie Time & Free 
Concession Stand

4 PM Free time

5 PM Walk to get shuttled over to 
Faith Lutheran PADS site

HOW CAN 
YOU SERVE? 
To learn about volunteering,  

please contact Margaret Epperson  
at zargaretepps@gmail.com or  

708-793-9069. 

To sign up, visit the link provided on 
our website, fccfaithful.org. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. PADS Day of Service
Monday, January 21 from 6 a.m. - 5 p.m. in Fellowship Hall

Faith is taking that first step, even
when you don’t see the whole staircase.

~Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr~

Faith is even greater when you are homeless and may not see a staircase 
at all. On January 21, we will honor the steps of our homeless community 
members and create an atmosphere of Dr. King’s hope. On Sunday nights, FCC 
hosts a men’s PADS homeless shelter. The next morning, the men filter into 
our community and many utilize the libraries to stay warm & safe. Since the 
libraries are closed on MLK Day, we keep our shelter open an additional 12 
hours that day and celebrate our guests!

This will be our 5th PADS MLK Day and it is truly a beautiful community effort.
It unfolds as people share their gifts & talents with the men. What STEP will
you bring to the day?
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ADULT EDUCATION

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Sunday, January 27 

11 a.m. in the Sanctuary

Please join us following worship for 

our January Congregational Meeting. 

AGENDA ITEMS WILL INCLUDE:
•   Annual Meeting of the 

Foundation

•   Vote to approve Budget for Fiscal 
Year 2019. (The new fiscal year 
began January 1)

•   Update on FCC Ministries in 
Action

January 2019

FROM FRED

Betsy Hanzelin 
to Take Sabbatical
At their December 2018 meeting, 
the Governing Board approved a 
sabbatical leave for Betsy Hanzelin, 
which will run from February 
10 through March 24. Per our 
employee manual, Leadership Staff 
is provided with periodic paid 
sabbatical leave. Between now 
and February 10, Betsy will be 
working with the staff and chairs 
of boards/committees she serves 
to coordinate coverage while she’s 
away.

After 26 years of serving FCC—first 
as Director of Youth Ministries 
(23 years) and then in her present 
role as Director of Congregational 
Enrichment (3 years)—she has 
more than earned this opportunity 
for reflection, refreshment, and 
renewal! 

If you have pastoral care needs, please 
contact Brooke King-LaBreck at bking@

fccfaithful.org or call her at the office 
(708-798-2800, xt. 13). She will make 

appropriate arrangements with one 
of the Pastors, Stephen Ministers, or 

Diaconate Board members in place for 
coverage during Pastor Fred’s absence.

Please see more information on page 7.

Thank You, Laurel
Laurel Hamilton has been FCC’s Temporary Assistant
to the Pastor for Pastoral Care this since October 2017.
More recently, she also has been serving as the part-time

Pastor of Range Line Community Presbyterian Church in
Hebron, Indiana. This autumn, Laurel was asked to take up

increased responsibilities at Range Line. She has accepted that
request, which will make it difficult for her to continue at FCC. Consequently,
Laurel has tendered FCC a letter of resignation, effective January 31, 2019.

In her letter, Laurel wrote: “I have thoroughly appreciated being able to
serve Flossmoor Community Church as Assistant to the Pastor for Pastoral
Care…I will miss so many wonderful people that I have met on this stage of
my journey and thank you for providing this opportunity to serve.”

Laurel’s presence at FCC has been invaluable! We are grateful for her service
with us and pray all the best for her heading into the future.

I’m on sabbatical and I’m...
•  grateful for this opportunity to 

have time to recharge
•  hoping your Christmas 

celebrations were wonderful
•  praying everyone all the best as 

the new year gets underway.

I share some thoughts penned by Mary
Oliver from her poem, “To Begin with,
Sweet Grass.”

Look, and look again.
This world is not just a little thrill for the
eyes. It’s more than bones.
It’s more than the delicate wrist with its
personal pulse.
It’s more than the beating of the single
heart. It’s praising.
It’s giving until the giving feels like
receiving.
You have a life—just imagine that!
You have this day, and maybe another,
and maybe still another.

May 2019 be filled with reminders of 
how every day is precious, such that we 
live accordingly.
 Godspeed and Peace,
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“An African Adventure of Service”
Led by Lori Tozer
Sunday, January 13 at 11:00 a.m. in the Chapel

In early 2018, Lori Tozer got to visit the Mully Children’s Family (MCF) in 
Kenya.  MCF’s mission is “To follow the example of Jesus Christ in transforming 
the lives of children, youth and marginalized members of the Kenya society.”   
Since 1989, Charles & Esther Mulli have rescued, adopted, housed, fed, 
clothed, and educated well over 13,000 Kenyan orphans. Spending a week 
with this family inspired Lori to share their story with the Board of Outreach 
Ministries, who selected MCF as part of our World Communion Offering.  
Come hear Lori share the story of MCF and her time in Kenya.

“The Hate U Give” 
Book Discussion Led by Trina Hayes
Sunday, January 20 at 11 a.m. in the Family Room

Join the discussion of The Hate U Give, a young adult 
novel by Angie Thomas. A sixteen-year-old girl 
successfully navigates the poor neighborhood where 
she lives and the fancy prep school she attends until 
she witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best 
friend by a police officer. The novel is now a movie and 
we will coordinate viewing parties later in January and 
February. Warning: the book contains language that may 
be offensive to some readers.

God, Improv, and the Art of Living 
by MaryAnn McKibben Dana
Book Discussion Led by Pastor Fred Lyon
Wednesdays, February 6, 10 (Sunday), 20 & 27  
at 7 p.m. in the Parlor

Author MaryAnn McKibben Dana will join us the 
weekend of March 1, 2, and 3 to speak on the 
topics explored in her new book God, Improv, and 
the Art of Living. She is a sought-after speaker, 
preacher, conference leader and writer around 
issuesof leadership, faith formation, technology, and 
congregational transformation. She served as co-chair for two years of NEXT 
Church, a movement within the PresbyterianChurch (USA) that seeks to call 
forth vital ministry for our changing cultural context. 

Her book helps readers become more awake, creative, resilient, and ready to 
say YES to life and God – even when things don’t go according to our plans. 
In preparation for her visit, Pastor Fred will lead a discussion of the book in 
February. 

One-Book-
One-Church

All titles are available at Bookies bookstore 
on Ridge Road in downtown Homewood.

CITIZEN: AN AMERICAN LYRIC 
by Claudia Rankine

Sundays in February 
at 11 a.m. in Fellowship Hall

What is microaggression?
Microaggressions are the 
everyday verbal, nonverbal, and 
environmental slights, snubs, or 
insults, whether intentional or 
unintentional, which communicate 
hostile, derogatory, or negative 
messages to people of a particular 
group.  Claudia Rankine’s short 
book communicates the power 
of microaggressions. We will use 
Rankine’s book as a starting point for 
a discussion about race and about 
what we as Christians and members 
of Flossmoor Community Church 
can do to effect change.  We will also 
use Ijeoma Oluo’s So you want to talk 
about race and Bruce Reyes-Chow’s 
But I Don’t See You as Asian as guides 
for the discussion.  For February 
3, please read through page 66 in 
Citizen. For February 10, please read 
the remainder of the book. 



4    January 2019 Narthex

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES Sundays at 11 am

Friday, January 25, from 6:30-8 p.m. 
at the Community House

Get out of the Cold and Join in  
the Fun at the Blizzard Blast! 

Invite your friends and neighbors, dress 
casually and get ready for a Blast of Fun! 

There will be a Dj with music and dancing, 
as well as activities for all ages, prizes 

and just plain fun fellowship. Snacks and 
beverages will be served. 

CAN YOU HELP? 
Adult and Youth volunteers are needed to 
help chaperone Blizzard Blast during the 
event. If you are interested in volunteering, 
please contact Leslie Maxie at lmaxie@
fccfaithful.org.

December Highlights
We spent the month on the story of Jesus being born. We 
acted it out in gibberish, watched the Youth Group perform 
their version of the story, and played charades choosing a 
part of the story to act out. The kids had a ball! The kids 
were wonderful during their performance of Silent Night 
and Away in a Manger and also for the Instant Nativity 
Pageant during our family Christmas Eve service! Thank 
you to all who were part of it all! 

Thank you for Stepping Up! 
I would like to acknowledge and thank all of those who 
stepped up to be our teachers this month! They have been 
absolutely wonderful and are the main reason the kids 
are enjoying Sunday school each week! 

A special thanks to: 
Barbara Johnson, Alicia Perkins, Erick Deshaun Dorris, 
Jeff Groen, Tessa Zevallos, Kathryn Stolzenbach, Robin 
Predny, Jamie Kneeland, Jessica Groen, Bill McCormick 
and Tracey Danadio. Thank you also to Emily Airey 
brought snack supplies! 

Come Have Fun With Us! 
If you are interested in helping out any weeks, please 
contact Leslie Maxie at lmaxie@fccfaithful.org. We 
particularly need snack providers and Sunday helpers!    

Special thanks to our adorable December Greeters 
representing Children’s Ministries! 
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YOUTH MINISTRIES

NEW YEAR
NEW DATES 

Here are some 
upcoming dates to 

remember...

Wednesday, January 9
Leadership meetings  
resume @ 7:30 p.m. 

Sunday, January 13
Youth Groups resume  

@ 11 a.m.

January 27
Sunday Night Group  

in the Community House  
@ 6:30 p.m. 

WELL THAT ’S A WRAP.  

DECEMBER WAS 

A GIFT.
Madelyn Fitzgerald, Camille Hobson, &  Anna Thompson as the Wise Women for our  December Big Room Christmas Pageant. 

Cookie Decorating at our December 9 Big Room

Tribes Christmas party & white elephant gift exchange
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WEEKDAY PRESCHOOL

You Can’t Catch Me! 
We had a busy Christmas 
season at Weekday 
Preschool with lots of glitter, 
stories, songs, bells and even 
a hunt for the gingerbread 
boy. Classes searched high 
and low throughout the 
church and asked office staff 
and volunteers as well as 
Pastor Fred for any clues 
that might help find him 
(pictured left).

Great Bedtime Story Pajama Drive
Thank you for your generous contributions to our “Great Bedtime Story” 
pajama drive. The Preschool collected 55 pairs of pajamas and Scholastic 
Books will match each pair with a new book. These have been donated to a 
crisis center in the south suburban area. 

WPS Second Semester Begins
Winter/Spring enrichment classes begin the week of January 22. Tumble 
Bears, Weekday Health Club & Weekday Scientists are fun ways to extend the 
day to 2 p.m. 

Also coming up the week of January 
22 is the annual Teddy Bear Picnic! 
Soon the Preschool Library will be 
transformed into a magical forest 
where the preschoolers and their teddy 
bears or other stuffed animal friends can 
enjoy stories, songs and a special 
teddy bear snack. Peek into the 
library if you have a chance during 
the week!

SAVE THOSE 
POP TABS!

On January 21, Martin Luther King 
Day, Brooke King-LaBreck and her 
son Dylan will deliver their year’s 
collection of aluminum pop tabs 
to the Ronald McDonald House 
near Lurie Children’s Hospital in 
Chicago.

These recycled pop tabs make a 
real impact to offset the operating 
expenses for the charity which 
provides local shelter, comfort 
and care to families whose 
children are receiving treatment 
at a nearby hospital. 

Gift cards to CVS, Walgreens, 
Target and Starbucks are also 
a real blessing to the families 
staying at RMH if you are moved 
to help in another way. 

Collected pop tabs and gift cards 
may be dropped off to Brooke 
in the main office, placed in her 
mailbox near the church elevator 
doors outside of Youth Crossings, 
or contributed to the Weekday 
Preschool pop tab collection bin. 
As always, we will report back with 
news of this year’s haul! Thank 
you for making a difference!
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FCC HAPPENINGS

Our Heartfelt  
Sympathy and Prayers

January Plans During Fred’s Partial Sabbatical
Pastor Fred will be on a partial sabbatical for the month of January, returning 
in time for the Congregational Meeting on Sunday, January 27.  We invite you 
to pray for Pastor Fred during his time of rest and renewal.  The following 
coverage arrangements have been made related to worship and Pastoral 
Care.

WORSHIP
Sunday, January 6 – Worship & Holy Communion at 9:45 am
Reverend Nannette E. Banks, Guest Preacher

Currently, Nannette is the Director of Alumni/ae and Church Relations 
at McCormick Theological Seminary. In addition to a Master of Divinity 
degree, she holds degrees as a Master in Urban Planning and Policy from the 
University of Illinois at Chicago and a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from 
Aurora University.  She is an ordained minister within the United Church 
of Christ and is a member of Covenant United Church of Christ in South 
Holland, Illinois.

Sunday, January 13 – Worship at 9:45 am
Christopher Riedel, Guest Preacher

Christopher Riedel currently serves as FCC Treasurer and Chair of Finance 
Committee.  Additionally, Chris has a master’s in religious studies and ethics 
from Chicago Theological Seminary.

Sunday, January 21 – Worship at 9:45 am
Dr. Phillips Royster, Guest Preacher

Dr. Philip Royster is an FCC member and Professor Emeritus of English and 
African American Studies at University of Illinois at Chicago.

Sunday, January 27 – Worship at 9:45 am
Betsy Hanzelin, Guest Preacher

Join us for the Message by Betsy Hanzelin, and Pastor Fred’s return for the 
Congregational Meeting at 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary

PASTORAL CARE
Stephen Ministers and Diaconate Board Members have been scheduled to 
provide pastoral coverage daily.  Additionally, local clergy have been lined up 
for emergency situations.  

Our point person to offer assistance and arrange care is Brooke King-
LaBreck.  She can be called at the church office or emailed at bking@
fccfaithful.org. For after-hours emergencies, you may contact Brooke on her 
cell (708-642-1895).  

to Connie Natvig and her husband 
Ignasi Palou Rivera in the death of 
Ignasi’s father, Amat Palou Sanroma. 

to Fred Hanzelin and Family in the 
death of his brother, Ron Hanzelin, 
on December 9. Ron is also the uncle 
of Rick Hanzelin. 

to Maurice Page and Family in the 
death of her sister, Louise Robertson, 
on December 18.

to Chiquita O’Leary and Family 
in the death of her husband, Dan 
O’Leary, on December 31. Dan 
was also the father of Dan (& Marji) 
O’Leary. A memorial service is 
pending and will be announced in 
Faith Family Matters. 

to Kay Sue Nagle and Family in the 
death of her husband, Jim Nagle, 
on January 1. A memorial service is 
being planned for the early Summer 
and will be announced in Faith 
Family Matters and the Narthex. 

to Pamela Rodey and Family in the 
death of her brother, Patrick Lowry 
on January 2. Memorial service is 
pending. 



HAPPY  NEW  YEAR!


